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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || twenty-six specifications. The sentence of the | as a substitute for the bill on the same subject 
Tuurspay, January 19, 1864 || court-martial was as follows: | which has already been introduced, and 1 move 

ATs t ’ . 


= To be cashiered and utterly disqualified to have or hold || that it be printed. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer || 


| any office or employment in the service of the United || ‘The motion was agreed to. 
by Rev. James I. Ferree, United States Army. || States; to refund and pay into the Treasury of the United || 


The ; ay »proved, || States the amount found to have been embezzled by him, | 
Phe Journal of yesterday was read and ta |} to wit, $26,675, to pay a fine of $5,000, and to be impris- | 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE. }} oned,in such place as the Secretary of War may direct, for 


ae . a }} one year, and until the amount embezzled and the fine as 
The SPEAKER appointed Green Clay SMITH 


MILITARY ROAD IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous 
consent, the Committee on Military Affairs was 


herein fixed shall be paid into the ‘Treasury of the United || discharged from the further conaideration of the 

> ‘ ’ "bp on 34. ° Ae “ oe a Ps a » : ; : cM . 

of Kentucky, Grennt W.Scortecp otf Pennsyl- || — 8} pasion Sas whole amount of imprisonment || memorial of the Legislative Assembly of Wash- 
vania, James C. ALLEN of Illinois, Joan H. Hus- |; 808! not exceed five years. 


ington Territory in relation to the military road 
across the Cascade mountains, and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


BARD of Connecticut, and James S. Brown ot 
Wisconsin, the special committee ordered by the 
House yesterday to investigate charges against 
Hon. Lucien Anperson. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
their Secretary, informed the House that the Sen- 
ate had passed, with amendments, a joint resolu- | 
tion (fH. R. No. 91) in relation to the treaty of || **Itis therefore ordered that his sentence be commuted 
1817, in which the concurrence of the House was || to suspension from rank, pay, and emoluments, tor the 
requested, 


period of six calendar months!’ [Laughter.] 
DESTROYED BONDS. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, by | 


unanimous consent, introduced the following res- 
olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means con- 
sider the expediency of providing by law that where satis- 
factory proot is furnished the Secretary of the ‘Treasury that 
any Government bond has been destroyed, he be authorized 
to issue a duplicate therefor, 


This sentence has been reported to the War 
Department. With the finding of guilty’? that | 
Department has not interfered; but it has inter- 
| fered with the sentence, and has commuted it. I | 

ask the attention of the House to the sentence as | 
| it now stands, for embezzlement of $26,675, for | 
knowingly using forged vouchers, and for forg- | 


ing vouchers. The sentence, as it now stands, is 
this: 


MRS. A. M. ROLAS Y ROBALDO. 


On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, also by unan- 
imous consent, the Committee on Military Affairs 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Mrs. A. M. Rolas y Robaldo, 
praying to be paid for certain property destroyed 
by order of the officers of the American Army in 
Mexico; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


I therefore ask unanimous consent to offer the | : ; 
following resolution: | READING MATTER FOR THE ARMY. 
4 . ° 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 1] On motion of Mr. SCHENC K, also by unan- 
municate to this House the record of the late trial by court- || imous consent, the Committee on Military Affairs 
sen a a —— David wes oe = has be a aoa was discharged from the further consideration of 
pended from rank, pay, and emoluments for six calendar || : . . . : > 
months, upon conviction by said court-martial of forgery || the petition of officers of the army of the Potomac 
and the embezzlement of $26,675. for reading matter; and leave was granted to the 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the || PeUtioners to withdraw said petition, 


resolution will be considered as introduced and | STEAMBOAT PILOTS, 


agreed to. | Mr. ELIOT, by unanimous consent, submitted 


NCOME TAX. There was ject 
A INCOME TAX her wae no obj ction. . || the following resolution; which was read, con- 
Mr. MILLER, of New York, by unanimous Mr. DAWES. I move to reconsider the vote || sidered, and agreed to: 


consent, introduced the following resolution; by which the House has agreed to the resolution, | Resolved, That the Cominittee on Commerce be In- 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: and I also move that the motion to reconsider be || structed to inquire into the expediency of amending the act 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be || /aid on the table. regulating steamboats passed in 1852 by providing safe 
; i ays i I ans f , ie 7 . " es He 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of laying a tax of The latter motion was agreed to. guards in the appointment of pilots by local boards ap 
one per cent. upon the first $600 of income now exempt | o pointed for that purpose, with leave to report by bill or 
Ny. PREVENTION OF SMUGGLING. 


from taxation ; with leave to report by biil or otherwise. otherwise. 
ENROLLED BILI Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, by unani- IMPRISONMENT OF JUVENILE OFFENDERS. 
. si WH |} mous consent, presented a communication from |! 
Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled w 


| Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, sub- 
Bills, reported tl he c ittee had ; the Secretary of the Treasury in regard to smug- || mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
Dl 8, reported that the committee hat examined gling; which was referred to the Committee on eceiiene’. useh enna ma 

. > & | ? ’ 5 . 
and found truly enrolled an act (H. R. No. 390) 


Commerce, and ordered to be printed. - ; 
» relief tmi ron: whe »S o@ ta a ; ae Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
for the reliefof Emily A. Lyon; when the Speaker | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, also, by | 
signed the same. | 


structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
unanimous consent, introduced a bill for the || for the imprisonment of juvenile offenders against the laws 
MESSAGE FROM TIIE SENATE. \| further prevention of smuggling; which was | of the United States in houses of refuge instead of jailsand 


| referred to the Committee on Commerce, and || Pemitentiaries. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, | ordered to be printed , 
their Secretary, notified the House that the Senate : I aii 
had passed with amendments, in which the con- 
currence of the House was requested: 

An act (H. R. No. 583) to amend the twenty- 
first section of an act entitled ‘* An act to define 
the pay and emoluments of certain officers of the 
Army, and for other purposes,’’ approved July 
17, 1862. 

Also, that the Senate had passed joint resolu- 
tions of the following titles, in which the concur- 








PETITION PRESENTED. 


CREDIT FOR HUNDRED DAYS’ MEN. Mr. SHANNON, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the memorial of Samuel Morris, of Cali- 
fornia; and the same was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 
| CONSCRIPTION, 


Mr. HUBBARD, of Connecticut. I ask the 


| unanimous consent of the House to offer the fol- 
| lowing resolution: 


Mr. NOBLE, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a joint resolution; which was read, as fol- 
lows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, §c., | 
That the Secretary of War be instructed to give credit, in 
any draft hereafter to be made, for the amount of services 
furnished by the State of Ohio and other States, by troops 
called into the service for one hundred days, during the 
year 1°64; that, in giving such credits, the same shall be 
rence of the House was requested: reduced to years aud credited to the districts and subdi- 


| 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 89) directing in- || Visions of districts to which the troops may have belonged. | 
' 

| 


Whereas a circular has been issued by Provost Marshal 
General Fry which is in the words following: 


(Circular No. 1.} 


War Derartmenr, 
Provost Marsan Generav’s Orrice, 
WasuINGtTon, January 2, 1865. 
The attention of Acting Assistant Provost Marshals Gen 


quiry into the condition of the Indian tribes and The joint resolution was read a first and sec- | 
their treatment by the civil and military authori- || ond time, and referred to the Committee on Mil- | 
tes; \| itary Affairs. | 
0 oe: . 9F se | > ; ; 

— a nan (s No Pas - Palfred m9 PACIFIC RAILROAD. eral of States and Boards of Enrollment is called to the 
T nKS of Congress to Major General Alfre . Mr. COLE, of California, by unanimous con- || fact that the quotas assigned under the call of December 

erry and the officers and men under his com- sent. reported from the select committee on the || 19» 1864, for three hundred thousand men, must not be re 
mand; and Pacific ce ad,a bill to authorize and aid in the | eaety SERENE OS eee 

. ‘ . C ys c e 
Joint resolution (S. R. No. 99) tendering the F 


: F , d he P ‘© |) Marine corps since the 19th ultimo, 
° , construction of a railroad connecting the Pacific } JAMES B. FRY 
thanks of Congress to Rear Admiral David D. | x P ’ 
| 
| 





i] 
i} 
| 


Bachar, nauk on tee willie ff || railroad in California with the Columbia river Provest Marshal General. 
” er o wae oO 1cers, petty o cers, seamen, in Oregon; which was read a first and second i} And whereas said order is manifestly unjust to such 
and marines under his command, for their gal- Gene. mud pestneted las one-week || localities as have in good faith filled their quotas by enlist- 
lantry and good conduct in the recent capture of | ae ies ment in advance of said call: Therefore, 
Fort Fisher. EXPLORATION OF EASTERN ASIA. Be it resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
. ‘ . be directed to inquire whether some measure should not 
MAJOR DAVID H. HASTINGS. Mr. CLAY. Iam directed by the Committee || be adopted to obviate the hardship that wiil result by such 
. p on Agriculture to move that the memorial pre- || 4 construction of the law, and that they report by bill or 
ox. DAWES. I havein my hands the finding || sented some time ago from Dr. McGowen for a | otherwise. 
of a court-martial of so peculiar a character that || scientific exploration of eastern Asia be printed. ||| Mr. BOUTWELL. I have no particular ob- 
1 desire to introduce a resolution in relation to it, The motion was agreed to. jection to this resolution, but] desire to state that 
and I hope there will be no objection. — , - 2 [ called upon Provost Marshal General Fry for 
_ Before a court-martial lately held in this city Ma- SHIP CANAL AROUND NIAGARA FALLS. an explanation of that eircular, and was informed 
jor David H. Hastings was arraigned upon three Mr. LITTLEJOHN. I holdin my hand abill 
charges: first, embezzlement of money of the Uni- || entitled “* An act authorizing the construction of 
ted States; second, knowingly using forged vouch- || a communication around the falls of Niagara, in 


that credit will be allowed for all enlistments made 
prior to the 19th day of December last, before the 
ers; and third, forging vouchers. He was con- || the State of New York, for the passage of gun- | 
victed upon each of these charges, and in allupon 





quotas are fixed, so that there will be nosuch result 
as the gentleman from Connecticut anticipates, 
Mr. SCHENCK. 1 was desirous before this 


boats ‘and other veseels.”’ I shall offer this bill 
99 
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matter was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tury Affairs to submit au explanation somewhat 
like that which has been made by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, {Mr. Bor TWELL. | Il took 
occasion to cull upon the Provost Marshal Gen- 
eral in reference to this very order, and | may 


Ray, in brief, that he explained it all away; it does || 


not mean anything in particular, and there is to 
be no action under it such as micht be expected 
from reading it. Nothing is intended by that 
order except that care shall be taken in making 
tie assignment of quotas that no credit shall be 
given except that to which the district is properly 
entitied,> It was also occasioned in part by the 
fact that the December returns had not come in, 
and the explanation of itis that the people of each 


sub-district shall receive full allowance of credit | 


in making the draft for every man put into the 
A rmy, Whether before or after the 19th of Decem- 
ber. 
tation put by the Provost Marshal General upon 
thatorder obviates the necessity of making any 
inquiry aboutit. The interpretation putupon the 
eucular by the gentleman from Connecticut was 
a very natural one, but, as L have said, it has 
been explained away, and in practice no difficulty 
will arise from the publication of the order such 
as might reasonably have been expected from its 
terms. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of C Iam very 
happy to know that thatis the interpretation of 
the circular. 


onnecticut, 


It has been understood very gen- 
erally to mean what its terms import. cad 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
tween the terms of the order and its interpretation, 

Mr: HUBBARD, of Connecticut. . 
the explanation which has been made, I withdraw 
the resolution. 

DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 

Mr. PENDLETON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution supplemental to the 
resolution passed April 29, 1564, entitled ** A 
joint resolution to increase temporarily the duties 
on imports;’*> which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Waysand 
Means. 

THE ENROLLMENT LAW. 

Mr.SCHENCK. The Committee on Military 
Affairs, it will be remembered, reported afew da ys 
ago na bill (No. 678) to amend the act entitled 
** An act further to regulate and provide for en- 


rolling and calling out the national forces, and for | 


other purposes,’’ approved July 4, 1864, and 
other acts relating to enrollment and draft, which 
was recommitted to the committee and ordered to 
be printed. The bill is now printed and in the 
possession of members of the House, It is pro- 
posed by the committee to report back that bill 
and ask that a time be fixed for the consideration 
of the subject. There are a great many applica- 
tions frem all sides of the House for amendments 


to the enrollment act. The committee have em- 


bodied in their report in the form of a bill such | 


amendments as they think essenually necessary, 


making them as few as possible, for its greater | 


efficiency and for more general justice to those 
citizens who have objected to it. 

There are gentlemen on all sides of the House 
who have other amendments to propose to the 
bill when it comes up, and the committee desire 
that the bill should be discussed*so as to leave 
open the opportunity foramendment. | propese, 
with the consent of the House, that this day two 
weeks, or some ther day—I will not interfere 
with other subjects—be set apart for the consid- 
eration of this bill, and we will re: 
with that understanding or order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House for the privilege of having an amend- 
‘’ ment to the bill ordered to ve printed, 

Mr. SCHENCK. | hope that there will be a 


7) l- 
ort at back 


general order for the printing of all amendments | 


to be proposed to the bill, so that when we come 
to the consideration of the bill we shall have the 
amendments before us in proper form. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

The bill was then received, ordered to be printed, 
and made the special order for two weeks from 
this day, after the morning hour, 


LIGUT-HOUSE DUES. 


Mr. O'NEILL, of Pennsylvania, b 
mous consent, presented the’ memoria 


unani- 
of the 


eppmwegr eres 


In other words, I think that the interpre- | 


I admit the incongruity be- 


In view of | 
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soard of Trade of Philadelphia,recommending the 

levying of light-house dues upon foreign vessels 
trading with this country; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


DANIEL J. BROWN. 


Mr. HALE, by unanimous consent, moved 
that leave be granted for the withdrawal from the 
files of the House of the petition and papers of 
Daniel J. Brown. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THANKS FOR THE CAPTURE OF FORT FISHER. 
Mr. BRANDEGEE. 


proval of every member upon this floor. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States in Congress assembied, That the thanks 
of Congress be, and are hereby, tendered to Brevet Major 
General Alfred H. Terry, of the Army, and to Admiral 
David D. Porter, of the Ngvy, and to the gallant officers 
and men of their respective commands, for the splendid, 
united, and successtul operations by land and sea which 
have resulted in the capture of one of the strongest fortresses 
ever defended, and the closing of the last open port from 
which the rebels were deriving their supplies. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
give thanks to the Powers above and those below 
tor this victory. But itdoes seem to me that the 
principle the House appears disposed to adopt of 
referring to appcopriate committees resolutions of 
this character is the proper one. If as much of 
the resolution as relates to the Army is referred 
to the Commitice on Military Affairs I promise 
that it shall be reported back to-morrow morning, 


and [think that the same promise can be made | 
for the Committee on Naval Affairs, although I | 


do not know the day of its meeting. 

‘The other day 
thanks to Major General Sherman, which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


and it was there so modified as to make it a more | 
grateful compliment to his friends, as I happen to | 
|| is to impair half of its efficiency. 


know, and also, | think, to the general himself, 
by enlarging its scope and changing its language. 


I do not know that that is the case here, but I | 
refer these resolutions, sq as to | 
add to the value of the compliment in expressing 

i 


think we should 


not only the opinion of the House, but in express- 
ing that opinion after deliberation and thorough 
eXamination. 


I will not make objection provided so much of | 


the resolution as relates to Admiral Porter be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and so 
much as relates to General Terry be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. COX. When the resolution was offered 
the other day thanking General Sherman, and was 


passed, I thought it was eminently due to Major | 


Gencral Thomas that some recognition should be 
made of his very distinguished service. And, sir, 


a great many civilians and military men think | 
that his services were more valuable than those 


even of General Sherman, inasmuch as they drove 
the rebels from the State of Tennessee and broke 
an army to pieces. I think now, as the House is 
ina thankful mood, that we should have a reso- 


lution thanking General Thomas and his army. | 
| | have drawn up one already; I will have it read | 


also, and, if it is the pleasure of the House, have 
it referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
who, I have no doubt, will put it in a grace- 
ful shape, and have it properly reported to the 
House. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will only remark that I 
do net apprehend there will be the slightest dif- 
ference of opinion between my colleague and the 
Committee on Military Affairs connected with the 
proper disposition manifested to thank those va- 
rious leaders of our Army. 
rection made in the resolution of thanks to Major 
General Sherman, not with a view to claim that 
the Committee on Military Affairs can couch such 
a resolution in language any more graceful than 
could my colleague, particularly, who isa master, 
as every one knows, of all the arts of rhetoric. 
In the case of General Sherman, and I refer to it 
only as a matter of illustration, the original reso- 
lution thanked him for his brilliant expedition 
through Georgia. The committee, on examining 
the resolution, thought it more appropriate, and 
entirely deserved by General Sherman, that he 
should be thanked for his successful and memor- 
able campaign from Chattanooga to Atlanta, and 


Mr. Speaker, I ask the | 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a | 
resolution which I think will meet with the ap- | 


Mr. Speaker, Iam ready to 


a resolution was offered giving | 











I alluded to the cor- | 
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then for his triumphal march through Georgia 
and the capture and occupation of Savannah. 

If the resolution of which my colleague [Mr. 
Cox] gives notice shall be introduced after that 
which has been introduced by the gentleman from 
Connecticut has been disposed of, we shall be 
very glad to have it referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and | will make the pledge to him 
that the Committee on Military Affairs will be 
prepared to report it back, | think, certainly as 
early as to-morrow. All | contend for is that it 
is the better rule inall these cases, no matter how 
eminent may have been the services, how deserved 
the compliment this House thinks proper to be- 
stow, to refer such resolutions to a committee be- 
fore final action upon them. 


Mr. BRANDEGEE. To debate such a reso- 


| lution as this seems to me to deprive itof half its 


benefit; to refer it, if the gentleman does not debate 
it, seems to me to impair its value. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lution before the House? 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Ohio 
objects it is not. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. All I desire 
is to know whether itis before the House for dis- 
cussion. 

No farther objection being made, the resolu- 
tion was read a first and second time. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Now] move that so much 
of the resolution as relates to Admiral Porter be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
so much as relates to General Terry be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. Is that debatable? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not see how 
the resolution can be divided so as to refer one 
part of it to one committee and another part to 
another committee. If it were in the shape of 
two resolutions they could be referred separately. 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. I was going on to re- 
mark that to refer a resolution of this character 
Indeed he is 
twice thanked who is thanked at once. In the 
light of what the American people know has trans- 
pired within the last ten days, it is asking too 
much thata simple resolution of thanks to the 
officer who led the land part of this expedition, 
and to the officer who commanded the naval part 
of the expedition, should be referred to a com- 
mittee. There is nothing in that resolution of a 
complicated nature. There is no such question 
in it as that which the gentleman from Ohio raised 
in relation to General Sherman, as to whether he 
should be thanked for other things than the taking 
of Savannah. 

This resolution, in the name of the American 
people, by the mouth of the American Congress, 
thanks those two officers for their united, suc- 
cessful, and splendid expedition which resulted 
in the capture of Fort Fisher. 1 have no doubt 
that the Committee on Military Affairs, and es- 
pecially the able gentleman who so gracefully 
presides over that committee, could couch the 
resolution in more grammatical phrases, but what 
it would gain in grammar it would lose in force. 

Now, in reference to the resolution of thanks to 
General Sherman I will say, ifitis proper to refer 
to the body sitting in the other end of the Capi- 
tol, I understand that that resolution passed in- 
stanter upom its presentation to that body, and 
a motion to refer to a committee was voted 
down. 

I hope the motion to refer this matter to a com- 
mittee will be voted down. There isadifficulty, 
as the gentleman has already seen, and as the 
Speaker has announced to the House, in sending 
this resolution to any committee of this House. 
The resolution is predicated upon the fact that 
this victory was the united achievement of the 
Army and Navy, and it thanks in one sentence 
and in one breath the officer who led the Army 
and the officer who commanded the Navy. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man a question: does not this resolution, in the 
form in which he has drawn it, reflect upon Ma- 
jor General Butler?., 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. Not at all, sir. It is ex- 
pressly guarded in that respect, and was intended 
to be so guarded. I have no reflections to make 
ata time like this upon one of the earnest men 
of the nation. The hour of triumph is osstninls 
‘not the hour to make an assault upon that val- 


Is this reso- 
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iant officer. I may add that, if I am rightly in- 
formed as to General Butler’s views, he rejoices 
in this victory to-day equally with any man on 
this floor or anywhere. | was about to say, Mr. 
Speaker, that the resolution is not susceptible of 
division; and there is no one committee of this 
House to which it can be or ought to be referred, 
unless itis the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, for it is a Union resolution, 
complimenting both Army and Navy, both men 
and officers, both the sea and the land force. 
Without intending to debate it, (it is certainly a 
work of supererogation to present reasons for 
its passage,) | hope the House will adopt it at 
once. 

Mr. GRIDER. I desire to ask, Mr. Speaker, 
whether there is now before the House a propo- 
sition to thank General Thomas for his gallantry. 

The SPEAKER. No such proposition is be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. GRIDER. 
on that subject ? 

The SPEAKER. 
the House. 

Mr. GRIDER. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to occupy two minutes on that sub- 
ject. [Cries of ‘*Go on!”’ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion. The gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. GRIDER. Nobody, I believe, on either 
side of the House, objects to complimenting the 
gallantry of either our soldiers or the officers who 
command them. I do not know why a sugges- 
tion should come from the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Schenck] opposing a resolution to compli- 
ment General Thomas. 1 beg leave to state that 
the victory achieved by General Thomas over 
Hood was the most decidedly useful and grand 
victory to certain sections of this country thkt 
has been accomplished during this war. 1f Hood 
had overcome ‘Thomas 

Mr. SCHENCK. Do I understand the gentle- 
man to say that l have said anything which would 
imply an objection to thanking General Thomas? 

Mr. GRIDER IL understood the gentleman to 
object. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Why, sir, so far from do- 
ing so, | promised that if my colleague would 
introduce such a resolution, it should receive the 
prompt action of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, and be reported, if possible, to-morrow. 

Mr. GRIDER. Iam glad that the gentleman 
has made that explanation. I should not have 
arisen if I had so understood him. 

Mr.SCHENCK. [am perfectly satisfied that, 
if anybody is entitled to thanks, General Thomas 
is entitled to them. 

Mr. GRIDER. Then I will simply say, in 
conclusion, that I hope that everybody in this 
House is willing and anxious to make a prop- 
er acknowledgment of the services of General 

Thomas. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mce.Speaker, | think, with 
the gentlemen from Connecticut [Mr. Branpe- 
GEE) that a discussion of the merits of this reso- 
lution would take away half its value; and I have 
therefore utterly refrained from its discussion. 
I have spoken nothing about the propriety of 
thanking or not thanking these officers, assuming 
that this House would be, as I think it ought to 
be, unanimous in giving most decided approba- 


Is it in order to say anything 


It is not, under the rules of 





tion in the form of aresolution of thanks to these | 
officers, both naval and military, for their con- | 


duct in the attack on Fort Fisher. I did claim 
that, as a matter of precedent and practice, it is 
better that every such resolution should go toa 
committee, and be by the committee considered 
and 4 op back without delay, promptly, in 
order, such promptness, to add more to the 
value of the resolution. But, since the gentle- 
man has, very unnecessarily, spoken about the 
ability of the Committee on Military Affairs to 
report such a resolution in better form, | will now 
speak in reply to what he has said upon that 
oint. 
x The first objection that I would make to this 
resolution is, that it does not even give correctly 
the title of Porter. It calls him ‘ Admiral 
Porter.’? We have no *‘ admiral”’ in dur service. 
The gentleman, asa member of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, ought to know that ‘ admiral’? is 
as distinct a rank as vice admiral, or rear ad- 
miral, or captain, or lieutenant. Porter is, as I 
understand, arear admiral. We have no admiral; 
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| say that it was not at all on account of the par- 


I offered my proposition that it should be referred, | 


or ; : ae ae wont 
we have a vice admiral, and six or eight rear ad- 


There is one of the blunders. If this resolution || 
is to be engrossed upon parchment and framed, | 
as I think it should be, for the benefit of the chil- | 
dren of that gallant commander, whom I admire | 
personally as well as for his professional emi- 
nence, (for he is a friend of mine, and I will not 
be the last to thank him,) if this resolution is to 
be used in that way, to be handed down as an 
heirloom in his family, Rear Admiral Porter 
would certainly desire th 
its form, so that future generations might at least 
know what was his rank in the Navy. Yetthis 
resolution, though it comes from a member of the 
Naval Committee, does not even give correctly | 
the title of this officer, but, on the contrary, gives 
him the title of an officer unknown in our Navy. 
That is my first objection. 


Again, this resolution speaks of Fort Fisher || 


as one of the strongest fortresses ever defended. 
Well, that sounds a little newspaperish. It isa 
very strong work, from all the accounts we have 
of it, and it has tended to prove the great strength 
of earthworks against any bombardment; thatis 
one of the results of the experience of this war; 
but, as compared with some of the fortresses of 
the world which have been both attacked and de- | 
fended, 1 undertake to say history will show that 
it is notone of the strongest ever defended, who- 
ever may say to the contrary. There may bea 
difference of opinion about that. 

Again, the resolution goes on to speak of clos- | 
ing up the last open port through which the rebels 
are drawing their supplies. It was not an ** open 
port’’ in the strict sense of the words; it was a 
blockaded port, and it was not the last port into | 
which blockade runners could go. There are sev- || 
eral yet on the coast of Texas, and they can even || 
go into Charleston. So that that statement is in- 
correct in point of fact. It isa little newspaper- | 
ish too. It would do foran article in a newspaper, || 
and would be a very excellent article. I would 
prefer, in giving thanks to our admirals and gen- 
erals who have distinguished themselves as these | 
two officers most eminently have, that the reso- 
lution of thanks should be simple and dignified, | 
so as to express the fact, and accompany that | 
fact with thanks, full thanks, unmeasured thanks, | 
and not go off upon any doubtful questions as 
to the strength of fortresses, or whether all the 
southern ports are closed, or as to any other col- 
lateral issue. 

I have been drawn unwillingly into this com- | 
ment upon the resolution, but the discussion upon | 
it has been provoked by the gentleman on the 
Naval Committee, the gentleman from Connecti- 
cut [Mr. Branpecee] himself. Perhaps I might 








ticular form or phraseology of the resolution that 


but I did it for the sake of the precedent and prac- | 
I think it best that all such resolutions 
should be referred. As the Speaker has decided 
that this resolution is not divisible, although I 
believe a different practice has prevailed in the 
Senate in regard to similar resolutions, I will move 
that the whole resolution be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Naval Affairs, the committee of which 
the gentleman from Connecticut is himself a mem- 
ber, as I have no fear but that when he comes to 
reconsider it and rewrite it he will present it in 
a simple, clear, and satisfactory shape to this | 
House, and we shall all be glad to vote for it. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I simply desire to 
remind the House of the fact thata few days ago, 
when a resolution was introduced into this House | 
giving the thanks of Congress to General Sher- 
man, I then rose in my place and asked that a || 


vote should be taken on the resolution at that || 
time without referring to the Committee on Mili- || 
tary Affairs. ‘That was objected to, and the 


mittee. 

Now, it seems to me that it would be invidious || 
and wrong to treat a resolution of thanks to any | 
other officer in a different manner from the man- 
ner in which we treated that resolution. Having 
established the precedent of referring these reso- 
lutions of thanks to the appropriate committees, 
we ought, in all consistency, to follow that pre- || 
cedent. 1 was then in favor of voting thanks | 
promptly when a resolution was introduced and | 
the officer was deserving of thanks, but the House | 


at it should be correct in || 


; : | 

House decided to refer the resolution to the com- || 
| 

} 
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| we | established a different precedent, and we ought 
mirals, of whom Porter is one. 


now to follow it. 


Mr. BRANDEGEE. I have no ambition to 


| enter the lists with the gentlemen from Ohio, 


{Mr. Scuenck,] either before the country or be- 
fore the House, to decide upon points of gram- 
mar. The gentleman from Ohio is a mighty 
grammarian; I am willing to concede that; but 
I hope the gentleman will not forget that good old 
maxim that he who sticks in the letter sticks in 
the bark. His habit I think is to stick in the 
bark before this House, and that style of oratory 
which he adopts is pretty familiar to most of us. 

Now, the gentleman’s criticism, so far as there 
is any criticism worth replying to, is that the tite 
of the naval officer we propose to thank here is 
misquoted in the resolution. The gentleman had 
that resolution before him, and if he had been 
disposed to deal fairly by it, or the member who 
presented it, he would have stated to the House 
that a blank or space was left before the word 
**admiral,’’ for the very purpose of putting in the 
title of Rear Admiral Porter before the resolution 
was acted on by the House. The resolution was 
drawn in a moment at my desk, and it could not 
then be ascertained what his real title was. If it 
is the main objection of the gentleman from Ohio 
that Admiral Porter is not designated as Rear 
Admiral Porter, it is perfectly competent far any 
member of the House to submit an amendment in 
that regard, and I notify the gentleman that I will 
accept the amendment. 


With regard to his other criticism, as to whether: 


this was one of the strongest fortresses, | think 


| that the judgment of the country, and of military 


and naval men, will not agree with the criticism 
that he has passed, that this was not one of the 
strongest fortresses. Certainly they who went 
down on the first expedition to take Fort Fisher 
came back with no such opinion as that gentle- 
man entertains. 

Now, with regard to the precedent. The pre- 
cedent has been both ways, and there has been, 
in other words, no precedent at all. The gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworru] states that 
in his opinion it would have been more proper to 
have passed the resolution of thanks to General 


|| Sherman without referring it to the Committce 


on Military Affairs. And although it is not par- 
liamentary to refer to the Senate, the practice has 
been in cases of emergency and importance for the 
Senate to pass resolutions of this character without 
reference. ‘This, of course, is a matter of no par- 
ticular emergency, and | do not want to hinge any 
debate on it. It has been three days since the 
news came, and was announced by the Speaker 


| from his desk, of one of the most magnificent vic- 


tories of this or any war, and I think it is high 


| time that a resolution should be brought before 


Congress thanking those gallant officers of the 
Army and Navy for this remarkable service. 

It seems to me, and it is one of the grounds 
upon which I urge the passage of the resolution, 
there is eminently more propriety in passing such 
a resolution at once than in referring it to a com- 
mittee as there is no appropriate committee to 
which it can be referred, a fact admitted by the 
gentleman from Ohio himself. 

The SPEAKER. As the decision of the Chair 
has been somewhat questioned, and as the action 
of the Senate has been brought into the discus- 
sion both by the gentleman from Illinois and the 
gentleman from Ohio, the Chair asks that the 
action of the Senate may be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


‘“* Mr. Dixon. I ask the unanimous consent of the Sen 
ate to introduce two joint resolutions, one giving the thanks 


ot Congress to Rear Admiral Porter, and the other to Major 
| General Terry for the recent brilliant victory at Fort Fisher; 
| and I will observe that although these distinguished officers 


were jointly engaged in this victory, I have followed the 
precedents in proposing to give them the thanks of Cougress 


| in separate resolutions. 


‘By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce 
the joint resolutions ; and they were severally reid twice by 
their titles, and referred as indicated below : 

“A joint resolution (8. R. No. 98) tendering the thanks of 
Congress to Major General Alfred H. ‘Terry, and to the offi- 
cers and men under his command, for their gailunivy aud 
good conduct in the recent capture of Fort Fisher—tw the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

**A joint resolution (S. R. No. 99) tendering the thanks of 
Congress to Rear Admiral David D. Porter, and to the offi 
cers, petty oflicers, seamen, and marines under bis com- 
mand, for their gallantry and good conduct in the recent 
capture of Fort Fisher—to the Committee on Naval A® 
fairs.”? 


The SPEAKER. It will be seen that two sep- 
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arate resolutions can be referred to separate com- 
mittees, but the Chair cannot see how one joint 
resolution can be mutilated and part sent to one 
committee and part to another committee. 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. I modify my resolution | 
by inserting the word ‘* rear”’ before ** admiral.” 

Mr. COX. I do not believe that the House 
anc country will regard the reference of this reso- 
lution to the Committee on Military Affairs as a 
reflection upon the officers, soldiers, and sailors 
whoarethanked by it. Itis time that this House 
had some rule in relation to resolutions of this 
character—some general rule—for the gentleman 
from Connecticut has himself confessed that these 
resolutions are drawn in a hurry, currente calamo, 
in a spirit of patriotic impulse, at the desk of 
members, without any special care as to style or 
manner, or the toilet of the resolution, if pe 
use the expression, and these resulutions become 
tame and mere platitudes unless there is some 
grace given to their expression. 1 do not mean 
to say that the present resolution lacks proper | 
expression, dignity, and grace, but I will say this, 
sir, that when we undertake to give thanks it 
ought to be done in some sort of graceful style. 
It ought to have on its best clothes and its best 
manners. Therefore I think that this and all | 
similar resolutions should be sent to a committee 
witha view, if you please, to give them a proper | 
polish. [expect to introduce a joint resolution | 
of thanks to General Thomas, and to move to 
send it to the Military Committee. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Does the 
gentleman object to the peculiar language of this 
resolution, and if so, will he not suggest some 


modification ? 

Mr. COX. I[cannotdo it just now. I would | 
like to read it critically, and | would like to have 
the aid of gentlemen familiar with classical mod- 
els. L remember very well, when these resolu- 
tions became so common and so tame in the last | 
Congress, upon the taking of Vicksburg by Gen- 
eral Grant, | had the honor of drawing,up a reso- 
lution of thanks, and I consulted General Sickles, 
and consulted Grecian models; and I got it up in | 
artistic style. A resolution is more valuable and 
more acceptable when got up in taste and good 
style. Although the gentleman from Connecticut 
may have all graces of style, I insist that while 
he has a rush of patriotic impulse at his desk he 
ig not in a proper condition to draw up a proper 
resolution; and therefore it should be referred in 
order to give the resolution the grace and polish 
which are due toa resolution from this Congress. 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. If there is any defect in 
style in the resolution I will say that my style 
has been partly modified by and partly founded 
upon a very classical book entitled ** The Buck- 
eye Abroad.”’ 

Mr. COX. I have already been overwhelmed 
with compliments by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and I will now have 
to throw myself into embarrassment from the 
remarks of the gentleman from Connecticut. 
(Laughter. } 

Not only is there a dispute as to style, but mat- 
‘ers of fact are in question here, and surely the 
ventieman would not push a resolution when the 
facts themselves are in question. A reference is 
no reflection whatever upon General Terry, and 
none whatever upon Admiral Porter. It rather 
wives Weight to a resolution if it is properly re- 
ferred, and passed after a careful review by an 
appropriate committee, 

Ir. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the previous question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the resolution was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


THANKS OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL THOMAS. 


Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
joint resolution expressive of the thanks of the 
American people to Major General George H. 
‘Thomasand the army under his command; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


TAX ON BANK NOTES. 
Mr. BROOMALL asked unanimous consent 
to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing that 
astamp of one per cent. be required to be placed by the bank 
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or the holder on every State bank note before issuing or 
passing it; and renewed every six months; and report by 
bill or otherwise. 


Mr. STROUSE objected. 


PROSECUTION FOR LIBELS IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. ASHLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill in reference to the prosecution for 
libels in the District of Columbia; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the annual report of the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORT ON INTERNAL REVENUE. 


Mr. MORRILL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was re- 
ferred, under the rule, to the Committee on Print- 
ng: 

Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of the report 
of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue be printed: two 


| thousand for the use of the members of this House, and 





three thousand for the use of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. 


REPORT OF J. W. KING. 


Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That there be printed for the use of the Navy 
Department one thousand copies of the report of Chief 
Engineer J. W. King on the dock-yards of Europe, with 
the maps accompanying the same. 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Illinois. How much 
will the engraving of the maps cost? We have 
already made anappropriation of eighty or ninety 
thousand dollars for engraving. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK. About one thousand 
dollars. The Committee on Printing were at first 
opposed to engraving the maps; but the Depart- 
ment considered that the work would be com- 
paratively worthless without the maps. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will make 
no objection if the gentleman will add a proviso 
to the effect that the engraving shall not cost to 
exceed $1,000. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK, Our estimate was $700, 


| but I stated in round numbers $1,000, so as to 


get it large enough. 

I call the previous question. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I desire to say 
upon this subject that the report of Chief En- 
gineer King is an elaborate document, the result 
of a special visit to and examination on his part 
of the dock-yards of Europe. It is an elaborate 
statement of the character and appliances of those 
yards, procured at the request of the Secretary 
of the Navy, and bearing directly upon the future 
interests of the naval service in this country; and 
the maps which accompany the report are an 
essential portion of it,and the report itself would 
be quite unintelligible without them. 

This resolution, which was sent yesterday, I 
think, to the Committee on Printing, was framed 
upon a letter received from the Secretary of the 
Navy, addressed to me as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, desiring that this work 
might be printed in the form recommended in the 
resolution. I do not think the cost of the maps 
and charts will exceed the amount he has asked 
for, or if it exceeds it at all it will be in a very 
slight degree. 1 think it important that the maps 
should be printed. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK. 
vious question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Dawes 
in the chair,) and resumed, as a special order, the 


g 


I now demand the pre- 
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consideration of the bill( H. R. No. 649) making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending 30th of June, 1866; the pending question 
being upon the motion of Mr. Wasusurne, of 
Illinois, to strike out the following clause: 

For salaries of additional clerks in the office of the As- 
sistant Treasurer at Buston, which are hereby authorized, 
$11,500, 

Mr. MORRILL. All I desire to say in regard 
to that amendment is thut this is the sole and en- 
tire appropriation that is made for the sub-Treas- 
ury office in Boston, and from information before 
the Committee of Ways and Means they were 
satisfied that an appropriation of this amount is 
absolutely indispensable, and they will, perhaps, 
before the close of the session propose to increase 
it beyond the present amount upon the represen- 
tations made by the sub-Treasurer of that city. 
I call for tellers on the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Morrint, 
and WasuHBurne Of Illinois, were appointed, 

The committee divided; but the tellers were un- 
able to agree upon a report,and Messrs. Baxter 
and Nosie were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 50, noes 50. 

The CHAIRMAN voted in the negative, and 
the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MORRILL. I offer the following amend- . 


ment: 


On page 38, after line nine hundred and fifteen, insert as 
follows: . 

For procuring dies, stamps, adhesive stamps, paper, 
printing forms and regulations, advertising, and other ex- 
penses of carrying into effect the act of June 30, 1864, 
$1,100,000. 

For paper, special dies, and printing of circulating notes 
and expenses necessarily incurred, including express 
charges in procuring the same, $677,500. 

In explanation of that amendment I will state 
that it has been usual to make this appropriation 
in the miscellaneous bill, but since this bill was 
printed it has been thought better to have all these 
appropriations included in this bill. Since the es- 
timates were made out, a communication has been 
received from the Secretary of the Treasury show- 
ing that a further sum will be necessary above 
what was estimated for, in consequence of a de- 
cision of the Comptroller of the Treasury that 
certain expenditures for the Internal Revenue de- 
partment must be paid out of the Treasury in- 
stead of being paid out of the current revenues. 
I send a letter to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Treasury DerartTMENT, December 14, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to call your attention to the 
estimate of $700,000 * for procuring dies, stamps, adhesive 
stamps, paper, printing forms and regulations, advertising, 
and any other expenses of carrying into effect the act of 
June 30, 1864,” to provide internal revenue, &c., submitted 
with the other estimates for the year ending June 30, 1866. 
(See printed estimates, page 23.) 

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue now represents 
that this sum will be insufficient, for the reason that since 
the estimate was submitted he has learned that the First 
Comptroller has directed that the salaries of the revenue 
agents and inspectors appointed under the above act shall 
be paid from the appropriation thus asked for, rather than 
from the accruing revenue. The Commissioner estimates 
that $350,000 will be required for the payment of such 
agents and inspectors for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1866; and that $50,000 will be required for the purchase of 
cotton tags for the same period. 

I therefore request that $400,000 may be added to the 
amount already submitted, making $1,100,000. 

{ am very respectfully your obedient servant, 

W. P. FESSENDEN, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Hon. THappevus STEVENS, 
Chairman Committee Ways and Means. 


[The committee here rose informally; and, the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a messag 
was received from the President of the United 
States, through Mr. Nicoxay, his Private Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had approved and signed 
a joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) providing for 
the termination of the reciprocity treaty of Dune 
5, 1854, between the United States and Great 
Britain. The committee resumed its session.]} 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Vermont how much, if 
his amendment be adopted, will then have been 
appropriated for this purpose. 

Mr. MORRILL. This amendment will not 
embrace the same subject. The usage hitherto 
has been to include it in the miscellaneous appro- 

'priation bill. The estimates require $677,000 
for paper, special dies, printing of circulating 
| notes, expresa costs, &e. As l have stated, the 
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Comptroller of the Treasury has decided that | 
these expenses are not to be paid from the cur- | 
rentrevenue of the Department. This last item, 
therefore, doe’ not increase the expenditures of 
the Governmentat all. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. This item 
of $2,000,000 ‘* for necessary expenses in carry- 
ing into effect the several acts of Congress au- 
thorizing loans and the issue of Treasury notes”’ 
is certainly a very startling amount to be appro- 
priated for that purpose, and I should like some | 
information about it, How is this sum to be ab- 
sorbed? For what purpose is this $2,000,000 to 
be expended? I desire to know if the Depart- 








ment is taking money out of this fund to make || 


certain experiments in hydrostatic printing, and 
if so how much. I want to know whether a vast 
amount has not been expended in experimenting | 
on this subject by parties who are applying for a 
patent at the Patent Office for that invention. 1 
would be glad that some information should be 
given to the committee on this subject before the | 
appropriation is made. | 

Mr. MORRILL. Although we have already | 
passed that item, my amendment not relating 
thereto atall, butcoming in asa substantive prop- 
vsition, still | am perfectly willing to reply to the 
query of the gentleman from Illinois. The item 
of $2,000,000 covers not only the expenses of print- 
ing notes and bonds issued by the United States, | 
but it covers all the expenses in relation to obtain- 
ing loans, commissions, &c., and the expenses of 
printing fractional notes. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I propose 
to amend the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Vermont by adding to it the following: | 

Provided further, That no further expenditure shall be | 
made for experiments on the system of hydrostatic printing | 
by the Treasury Departinent until such experiments shall 
have been definitely authorized by law, and a distinct ap- | 
propriation made therefor. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have no objection to the 
adoption of that amendment. | 

Mr. HOOPER. I hope that the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois will not be 
adopted. 1 think he is entirely mistaken in sup- 
posing that there is a waste of money in printing 
at the Department. I think, from the information 
obtained by the investigating committee on this | 
subject last session, that the cost of printing at 
the Department is not more than half of what 
would be charged for the same work by the bank- 
note companies. ~ 

Mr. WILSON. I ask the gentleman whether 
he has any information as to the cost of these ex- 
periments, and as to the number of impressions 
made on these presses per hour or per inp, 

Mr. HOOPER. I have no other information | 
except from my own observation, which is that 
they print at leant as rapidly as the common 
presses. 

Mr. WILSON. Iam quite as well satisfied, 
from the testimony taken before the committee | 
that investigated the subject last session, that the 
printing is not so rapid. I think the testimony 
showed very clearly the difference—some wit- 
nesses making the difference as fifty is to two 
hundred between the hydrostatic presses and the 
rolling presses; one witness stating, I believe, that 
way made but seventy impressions per day on the 
hydrostatic presses. I have no doubt at all of | 
the propriety of this amendment. 1 think that | 
these experiments ought to be stopped until there 
can be such investigation into this matter of print- | 
ing as will induce Congress to authorize it by law. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I was glad | 
to see that the gentleman who has charge of this 
bill did not imterpose any objection to the amend- 
ment which I propose. Now, sir, I am author- 
ized to state that $300,000 of the money that we | 
appropriated has been taken to experiment upon | 
the subject of hydrostatic printing; while the | 
amount of money which had been printed by this | 
method on November 15, 1864, was only $312,000. | 
We have paid $300,000 for printing and experi- | 
menting upon $312,000. This experiment upon | 
hydrostatic printing, as it is called, has been con- 
tinued, without any authority of law, for two | 

t 





and a half years. is the revival of an experi- 
ment which, after trial of more than twenty years, 
had been abandoned. This money has, for. the | 
purpose of testing this matter, been taken from | 
fe Treasury by two parties, Spencer M. Clark 
and Stewart Gwynne; and these men have filed in 


the Patent Office a caveat for a patent of the pro- | 








| purpose of these experiments, are applying to the 
|| Patent Office for a patent, thus seeking to appro- 


| Treasury building without any limitation; and 


| to look through the testimony taken before the 
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cess for experimenting upon which they have 
taken the money of the Government. This is the 
precise state of the case. This is my reason for 
offering the amendment, and the reason why | 
put the question to the gentleman from Vermont. 
l ask this committee whether they are prepared, 
under such a state of facts, to vote down this 
amendment. I ask the committee to pass upon 
the conduct of men in the Treasury Department, 
who, after taking the Government money for the 


—— 


priate to themselves the benefit of the experi- | 
ments which have been made. 
Mr. MORRILL. If there is any real abuse at | 
the Treasury Department in relation to printing, 
I, for one, will not vote against any measure that | 
shall look to its correction. Some of the facts 
stated by the gentleman from Illinoisare, perhaps, 
as he states them; in others he is undoubtedly 
incorrect. Congress did authorize the Treasury 
Department to establish a printing office in the 


consequently whatever that Department has done 

has been in pursuance of positive law. Now, in 

relation to any experiments that have been under- 

taken at that Department, my information, as 

gathered from an investigation at the last session, | 
was this, that some losses had been incurred by | 
the Treasury Department in obtaining some ma- || 
chinery which is now useless; but | was assured | 
that the gain to the Treasury Department was more 
than four times in excess of the amount of -the 
loss, 

Mr. WILSON. AsI understand this matter 
of printing in the Treasury Department, the hy- 
drostatic presses are used solely to print the frac- 
tional currency. Theyare not used for the pur- 
pose of printing the bonds, the certificates of 
indebtedness, the T'reasury notes, or the notes of 
the national banks. The amountof the fractional | 
currency is but small compared with the whole 
amount of printing done in the Department. I 
think that any gentleman who will take the trouble 


committee will come to the conclusion, as I did, 
that the expenditure for the purpose of experi- 
menting on hydrostatic presses for printing frac- 
tional currency is far beyond what Congress au- 
thorized. 

Mr. MORRILL. Ifthe gentleman will so frame 
his amendment as not to hamper the Treasury 
Department in its ordinary proceedings; if he will 
so frame it as to meet the precise point which he 
makes—that is, to prevent men from using the 
public funds to further their own private specula- 
tions—I will vote for it; but if it goes beyond that 
I must opposeit. I think thatthe language of the 
amendment, in its present form, is too broad. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the 
reading of my amendment. I think the gentleman || 
would not object to itif he understood it. 

The Clerk read the amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I donot pro- 
pose to change that amendment. I think that if 
the gentleman has listened to it it must meet his 
approbation. It certainly cannot interfere with 
any of the legitimate operations of the Department. 
Thegentleman from Massachusetts[Mr. Hoorer] | 
withdraws all objection to it. 

Mr. GARFIELD. If there is any way in which 
I can move gn amendment I should like to do so, 
as [ want to say a few words on the subject. 

The CHAIRMAN. Further amendment is not 
in order. 

Mr.GARFIELD. [am sorry, forI think that 
the gentleman has made a great mistake. 

Theamendmentof Mr. WasusurveE, of Illinois, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS. I do not know that all of this 
sum may not be necessary. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

The question recurred on Mr. Morrity’s 








amendment as amended. 

Mr. PRICE. I want to understand the amend- 
ment as ithas beenamended. I understand that 
it makes an expenditure of near four million 
dollars. Am I right? I understand there are 
$2,000,000 in the text as it stands, $1,200,000 in | 
the amendment, and then $600,000 besides. 1 

Mr. MORRILL. I have already explained || 
this amendment twice. 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 





ae. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask, by 
unanimous consent, that my amendment be 
transposed, and placed before the amendment of 
the gentleman from Vermont. 


There was no objection, and it was agreed to 
accordingly. 


Mr. Morritu’s amendment, as amended, was 
then adopted. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the compensa 
tion of the Treasurer of the United States be, and the same 
is hereby, fixed at $6,000 per annum ; the compensation of 
the Assistant Treasurer at New York, at $7,000 per annum; 
and the salaries of the Assistant ‘Treasurers at Philadel- 
phia, Boston, and St. Louis, at $5,000 per annum each, to 
commence from the 4th day of March next; and the amount 
necessary to pay the same for the current and next fiscal 
year be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated; Pro- 
vided, That the increased compensation authorized by this 
section shall continue in force for two years from the 4th 
day of March next, and no longer. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move to reduce the salary 
of the Assistant Treasurer at New York from 
$7,000 to $6,000. 

I wish to inquire of the gentleman from Ver- 
mont who has charge of this bill what is the pres- 
entsalary of the Assistant Treasurerat New York. 

Mr. MORRILL. Six thousand doliars. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The present salary is $6,000, 


while the salary of the ‘Treasurer of the United 


| States is $5,000. This increases that salary from 


$5,000 to $6,000. The salary has been doubled 
within the last four years, or since the war began. 
It was only $3,000 at that time. And it is now 
proposed to increase the salary of the Assistant 
‘Treasurer at New York to §7,000—$1,000 more 
than is proposed to be paid to the ‘Treasurer of 
the United States. Is it not rather singular to 
pay the first officer connected with the Treasury 
$6,000 and one of his assistants $7,000? This also 
increases the salary of the Assistant Treasurers at 
Philadelphia, Boston, and St. Louis from $4,000 
to $5,000. It seems to me that we ought not to 
encourage this increase of salaries, and therefore 
I have moved the pending amendment. I hope 
the House will not increase the salary of the 
Assistant Treasurerat New York beyond $6,000. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, asa general 
principle | concur entirely with the gentleman 
from Indiana and all those who oppose the in- 
crease of salaries, but evidence was presented to 
the Committee of Ways and Means which they 
thought sufficient to induce them to make a unan- 
imous report in favor of the increase of this 
amount. Why, sir, there is no comparison be- 
tween the amount of business done by the Treas- 
urer of the United States now and what was done 
four yearsago. Youcan hardly induce men who 
give bonds to an enormous amount for the faithful 
performance of their duties to hold these offices 
at the present salary. No man in this House 
could be hired to take the risk as a mere com- 
mercial speculation for the amount of this salary. 
And in relation to the Assistant Treasurer of the 
United States at New York, it was with the ut- 
most difficulty that a man of sufficient character 
and experience in that city cowd be pressed to 
take thatoffice. ‘The present incumbent was only 
induced to accept the office by the Treasurer 
upon the understanding that he would recommend 
to Congress an increase of his salary. At the 


| time he was appointed he was receiving $8,000 per 
| annum in the business of a private company, and 


he was also promised $10,000 the next year. The 
Committee of Ways and Means propose to in- 
crease his salary to $7,000, and the balance he 
must take in honor. Under the circumstances it 
has become indispensable, as shown to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, that we should have 
not only men of ripe experience but men who-are 
willing to devote themselves as diligently to the 
service of the Government as they would to their 
own private offices, and that cannot be done with- 
out a liberal salary. 

Mr.ODELL. I movetoamend by striking out 
** $7,000" and inserting in lieu thereof, ‘* $8,000,” 
soas to make the salary of the Assistant Treasurer 
of New York $8,000. 1 do so believing that the 
services rendered by the gentleman who now oc- 
cupies that position are worth thatmoney. Ihave 
no sympathy with the sentiment expressed by the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hoiman] with ref- 
erence to the salaries of these high offices of trust. 


|| He who now occupies this position, Mr: Stewart, 
\| left a position giving him a higher salary at the 
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urgent solicitation, I might almost say the demand 
of the Government, and took the head of that de- 
partmentin New York. Itisknown to gentlemen 
here that other gentlemen had the profiler of that 
place, but that Mr. Stewart, almost at the com- 
wand of the Government, consented to occupy 
ie place at a salary less than he was receiving 
fore from a private banking institution of which 
lw was president. I hope the salary will be put 
t $8,000. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 


I take it for granted thata 


public officer in the performance of any given | 


duty devotes his entire time and talents to its 
performance, and I should suppose that the former 
Assistant Treasurer at New York, whose salary 
was only $4,000 per annum was compelled to give 
lis entire time and experience to the discharge 
of his duties, and that his responsibility was of 
the same character as it isto-day. ‘The increase 
of the business of a department does not increase 


the duties or the responsibilities of its head. If he | 
be a man of integrity he can incur no responsi- | 


nity, he does not even by the perfidy of his sub- 
ordinates. 

W hat astonishes me more than all else is that 
those gentlemen upon the other side of the House 


who have been the leaders in economy in assail- | 
ing these petty items of increase of comparatively | 


small salaries are so passive when it is proposed 


io increase a salary from $5,000 to $7,000. ‘Those | 


pentlemen have devoted hours of debate in oppo- 
sition to a slight increase of small salaries—the 
salaries of clerks. The gentleman from lowa 
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and, when the Senate put it in, disagreed to it, it 
seemed to me that the Committee of Ways and 
Means, bowing to the solemnly expressed judg- 
ment of the House, would not again insist upon 
bringing this subject to our consideration unless 


| directed by the House. 


1 should complain of the action of that com- 
mittee whatever might be my views now of the 
policy of increasing his salary. And yetl should 


greatly prefer seeing his salary increased than 


any other. I think it now lower, duties and re- 


| sponsibilities considered, than any enumerated in 


this section. Standingalone, now, there would be | 
_ less objection to increase his salary than in the 


connection in which itstands. The eminent ser- 
vices of General Spinner are appreciated. His 
spotless are and patient and laborious per- 
formance of his duties are known and appreciated. 
The country has been most fortunate in having 
such a citizen the custodian of the public treas- 
ure. I cannot believe that his salary should be 


| less than the Assistant Treasurer at New York. 


{Mr. Wixson] and from Illinois [Mr. Wasn- | 


pURNE] attacked with great vehemence the attempt | 
to increase the salaries of clerks and of the police, | 


and other humble salaries; but when a proposi- 
tion is introduced to increase the compensation of 
this high officer of the Government, no voice is 
raised against it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. We were 
waiting for the other side of the House to show 
a little spirit upon this occasion. We have been 
fighting the effort to increase these salaries all 
through,and we have received very little support 
from that side of the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Onthe contrary, so far from 
that being correct, on the very proposition which 
was a short time since lost by the casting vote of 
the Chairman, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Dawes}—there being 50 to 50 on a divis- 
10n—most of the opposition came from this side 
of the House. The only division which has been 
had to-day was on that proposition, 

What meansall this talk about there being only 
afew men who can fill this position? Why, sir, the 
country is full of men competent to any of the 
offices. It could not be otherwise in acountry full 
of intelligence and energy. ‘There are men in the 
ranks of your armies who are competent both in 


integrity and ability to perform the duties of this | 
position, and who have the experience necessary | 
The truth is,as | 
every man knows, that the more arduous and diffi- | 


to enable them to perform them. 


cult duties in connection with all these Depart- 
ments are performed, not by the heads of the De- 
partments, but by those occupying comparatively 
inferior positions, and receiving but a pittance of 
compensation—men who have served in the ca- 
pacity of clerks for a lifetime. It is not true in 
fact, with all deference to the opinions of gentle- 
men, that there are so few men in the country fit 
to fill offices such asis filled by this gentleman in 
New York as to justify an extravagant increase 
of salary to secure any particular one, and yet it 
is said that we must pile up the salary for the 
purpose of obtaining the benefit of competent ser- 
vices. Salary alone seems to be considered; the 
honor of the position, the claims of the country 
upon its eminent ciuzens at a time when so many 
sacrifices are being made, are never taken into the 
account. 

i have always estimated the duties of the Treas- 
urer of the United States as of a very delicate 
character, requiring eminence at least in integrity 
and general experience in affairs, and I thought 
when this war began that a salary of $3,000 a 
year, although the Treasurer then devoted all his 
time to the duties of the office, was scarcely suf- 
ficient, and hence I made no opposition to raising 
it to $4,000, and subsequently to $5,000; but when 
the House deliberately at the last session, not 
only in Committee of the Whole butin the House, 
struck out the item making that salary $6,000, 








I am not proposing any motion on the subject of 
the increase of his salary. I do not propose if 
the increase of the other salaries is stricken out 
to get belligerent over the increase of the Treas- 
urer’s salary alone. I know there are strong 
arguments for the increase if any of the higher 
salaries are to be increased, but this is not now 
before the committee. 

The question now hgfore the committee is upon 
a proposition to increase the salary of the Assist- 
ant Treasurer in New York to $7,000, while leav- 
ing the salary of the Treasurer of the United 
States, who is responsible for the whole of the 


| public funds, and to whom the Treasurer at New 


, position and in responsibility, at $6,000. 
| heard no argument, and I donot believe there isan 
| argument which will justify this discrimination, 
| which puts the salary of the subordinate $1,000 





| ment, and it was rejected. 


York is but an assistant, both in the dignity of 
I have 


higher than that of the principal. 
‘The question was taken on Mr. OpeLu’s amend- 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I now move 
to amend the section by striking out the word 
**six’’ in the third line and inserting ‘ five’’ in 
lieu thereof. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The pending amendment is 
to strike out ‘*seven’’ and insert ** six,’’ and it 
seems to me that another amendment of the text 
cannot be made. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Ijlinois pertains to a different sub- 
ject than that to which the original amendment 
applies, and therefore, during the pendency of the 
original amendment, it is not in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. What is the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
es 

The CHAIRMAN. It refers to the salary of 
the Assistant Treasurer in New York. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Whatis it? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Itis to strike out * seven”’ 
and insert ** six,’’soas to make the salary $6,000. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
amend so as to make it $5,000, and that will enable 
me to say whatI desire tosay. I think the com- 
mittee may as well meet this question of raising 
salaries here as at any other time, and meet it 
squarely. 

It is true, as the gentleman from Indiana has 
stated, that this question of raising dhe salary of 
the Treasurer of the United States was passed 
upon at the last session of Congress, and Congress 
determined that the salary should not be raised. 
The Senate, according to my recollection, put in 
an amendment raising it and the House rejected 
it. { was one of those who voted against raising 
the salary of the Treasurer of the United States, 
as that was a marked case. I believed then, as 
[ believe now, thatifany salaries are to be raised 
at all the salary of the Treasurer ought to be 
raised. He isagentleman of the highest integrity 
and capacity, with whom I had the pleasure of 
serving in Congress for six years, and there was 
notacloser voter in Congress than General Spin- 
ner was. He was the first man in the House to 
oppose any increase of salaries and all extravagant 
expenditures. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hotman] 
might have observed that the gentleman from 
lowa, [Mr. Wixson,] and his colleague, (Mr. 
Paice,}| and myself have become somewhat fa- 
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| itures. 
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tigued in endeavoring to cut down these expend- 
We have almost invariably failed, and 


| have not received the aid of gentlemen upon the 


| others are being raised ? 


other side of the House. This is a proposition 
to raise the salary of the Assistant Treasurer at 
New York $1,000, and I should like to know why 
that officer should have $1,000 more salary than 
the Treasurer of the United States. And then it 
makes the salaries of the Assistant Treasurers at 
Philadelphia and Boston and St. Louis $5,000, 
increasing them $1,000 or $1,500 perannum. But 
other equally meritorious cases have been passed 
over. I desire to know why the salary of the 
Assistant Treasurer at Chicago, where I believe 
there is very nearly as much business as at Bos- 
ton, or St. Louis, or, perhaps, even at Philade}- 
phia, has not been raised when the salaries of 
I would have introduced 
an amendment to raise the salary of the Assistant 
Treasurer at Chicago, but, as I have said, lam op- 
posed to the raising of any salaries. As the gen- 


' tleman from lowa, [Mr. Wixson,] who sits near 
| me says, all of these sub-Treasurers whose sala- 


ries are raised are fortunate enough to be repre- 


| sented on the Committee of Waysand Means. I 


do not undertake to say that that has had any 


| influence in getting the salaries of these officers 


| raised; but 1 observe that the salaries of these 


officers, with equal claims, have not been raised. 


| | trust the committee understands the subject, and 


will pass upon it now, and say whether we are 


|| willing to go into a general increase of salaries or 


not. 
Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, I believe I 


| have performed what is my simple duty in rela- 


| tion to this matter. 








After looking over the whole 
subject | became satisfied that there was a neces- 
sity for raising the salary of the Assistant Treas- 
urer at New York if the Government would have 


| the servicgs of a first-class man for the place. 
| The office as is well known to all members of 


the House, went a begging for months. Mr. 
Cisco declined and resigned his place, and was 
only induced by the urgent persuasion of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to remain until he could 


| find a suitable and proper man. A man who holds 


that position in New York is necessarily subject 
to a much larger expense than if he held itin this 
city. He has to negotiate large sums, has a very 
large number of clerks under his charge, and is 
under the necessity of living in greater style, per- 
haps, than is the Treasurerat Washington. Nev- 
ertheless the increase of the pay of the Treasurer 
here is demanded as a matter of justice to the 
present incumbent. ‘There is no more faithful 
officer in the whole land than the present occu- 
pant of that position. As is wel] known to the 
members of the House, he has nearly broken down 
his health by long and continuous labor in that 
office. Fora large part of the time during the 
last four years he has labored in that office no less 
than sixteen hours a day, taking his meals in his 
office. 

Now, in relation to the matter of the Treasurer 
at Chicago, I desire to ask the gentleman from 
Illinois what the name of the Treasurer is at 
Chicago. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I can tell 
the gentleman from Vermont the name of the col- 
lector, who also discharges the duties of treasurer. 
It is Luther Haven, one of the most responsible 
and estimable gentlemen in the country; a man of 
the highest intelligence, and equally worthy ofa 
high salary as any of the other officers provided 
for in this bill. ' 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, we did not 
report an increase of salary for a sub-Treasurer 
at Chicago, simply because there was no officer 
of that classthere. ‘The West has not been neg- 
lected. ‘The gentleman charges that all those 
places are represented in the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Thatis amistake. I represent none 
of them. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Ver- 
mont suggests that the ee of increasing the 
compensation of General Spinner is not involved 
in this discussion. I believe, myself, that there 
are infinitely stronger arguments in favor of in- 
creasing his salary than there are in favor of in- 
creasing any of these other salaries. 

The question was taken on Mr. Wasusurne’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. BLOW. I move to amend the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
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less than twenty responsible gentlemen who will | 
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1] 
Hoiman,] by increasing the salary of the sub- | 


Treasurer at New York to $7,500. | desire to say 
a few words ouly in reference to the agent of the 
Treasury at the city of St. Louis. If there is no 
assay Office there there ought to be. As to the | 
agent of the Treasury, ! have this much to say: 

that officer, some months ago, resigned his posi- 

tion, simply because the salary was nota sufficient | 
inducement for him to hold the office and incur 
the responsibility of paying out $130,000,000 per 
annum. After his resignation was tendered, the 
honorable Secretary of the Treasury tried for 
months, and we aided him all we could, to pro- | 
cure another equally suitable and competent per- | 
son to take that position, but he failed in finding || 
a man of that character who would be willing to |. 
take the responsible position for a compensation || 
of $4,000 per annum. The consequence is that | 
Mr. Farrell is still the agent of the Treasury at | 
St. Louis, not because he desires to hold the | 
position, but at the special request of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. I think we have fixed the | 
compensation of these officers very justly, at the 
moderate sum of $5,000 for the sub-Treasurers at 
Boston, Philadelphia, and St. Louis. 

I can say this much in addition, that in the city 
of St. Louis ({ do not know how it may be in 
other cities) men are not willing to take these vast 
responsibilities and give the immense securities 
required, when the salary of the office is so mea- 
ger that it will not compensate them for the bur- 
den resting upon them. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The treas- | 
urer of the State of [Illinois receives a salary of but 
$800 a year. The present treasurer is a constit- 
uent of my colleague, (Mr. Ross,] and [ have || 
never heard his integrity questioned. The late || 
treasurer, a constituent of my colleague, [Mr. | 
Farnswortn,] performed faithfully the duties of | 
the office for the same salary. | 

Mr. BLOW. What is his responsibility? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 

reat. 

Mr. BLOW. How much? Tenmillions? | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Well, the | 
responsibility is about a thousand millions, I 

| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


} 
| 
| 


It is very || 


reckon! eae) 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentle- 
man from Missouri (Mr. Biow] has expired. 
The amendment of Mr. Hotman was agreed to. 
Mr. COLE, of California. | move to amend 
by inserting after the words ** per annum,”’ in | 
the fifth line, the following: | 
For compensation of Assistant Treasurer at San Fran- || 
cisco, $6,000. |) 
1 wish to say, Mr. Chairman, that the present 
compensation of this officer is but $4,500, which | 
he receives in paper, in a country where gold is || 
the circulating medium. That amount is alto- 
gether insufficient to afford him a respectable sup- | 
port for himself and his family. This officer 1s | 


obliged to give bonds in the sum of $500,000; and 
the responsibility resting upon him is exceed- 
ingly great. He in fact discharges the duties of 
some three or four officers. He discharges the | 
duties ofsub-Treasurer of the United States for that 
post, and also the duties of treasurer of the Mint 
of the United States, which, at that place, as is 
well known, does a great deal of business. Be- | 
sides that, he is obliged to receive, as depositary, | 
all the money that is sent out by the Guvern- 
ment for all that coast, and also all the stamps 
that are used on the Pacific side, and to distribute | 
them to the several States and Territories with- 
outany compensation. He isalso required to re- 
ceive subscriptions for the loans of the United 
States, for which no compensation is paid to him. 
This proposition for an increase of his salary is 
certainly a very modest and reasonable request 
on his behalf. 

There is a great deal of complaint on account 
of the low compensation that this officer receives, 
and there is a real necessity for its increase to at 
least the amount which I propose. I hope that | 
the committee will recognize the justice of this 
application, because it is impossible for a faithful 
officer to discharge the duties of this office at the 
present salary, unless, as in the present instance, 
he does so from pure motives of patriotism. 

_ Mr. SHANNON. Mr. Chairman, while there 
is a great deal of truth in what my colleague has 
stated in relation to this officer, I wish to say that, | 
if he will resign his place, there are probably not 


| 
| 








| other cases equally meritorious, 





| apply for it immediately and will gladly take it at | 


the present salary, with all its labors and respon- 
sibifities; there are probably not less than twenty 
patriots who will come forward and demand the 
position. 

Mr. COLE, of California. I have no doubt, 
Mr. Chairman, that there would be hundreds of 
applicants for the position; but they would not be 
such men as would be required for the administra- 
tion of the office. 

Mr. SHANNON. 
perfectly good men. 

The amendment of Mr. Coxe, of California, 
was rejected, 

Mr. WILSON. 


entire section. 


Yes, sir; they would be 


I now move to strike out the 
The case which has just been 


presented by the gentleman from California is no }| 


doubt a very meritorious case; but the committee 


he regards it. I have no doubt that there are 


| cannot be brought to see it in the light in which | 


Here, for in- | 


stance, is the case of the gentleman from Ver- 


| mont, [Mr. Mornixy,] who is a most laborious 


member of this House, devoting all his time and 
attention to the public business, and who, I am 
quite sure, does not receive an adequate compen- 
sation in view of the labor which he performs and 
the value of his services. But, unfortunately, he, 


| like the rest of us, has to bear his proportion of 


the losses resulting from the present state of war. 


lar in gold before the war, we must all alike bear 
the consequences of the changed condition of af- 
fairs. I therefore hope, sir, that the committee 
will strike out the entire section of the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Chairman, the com- 


mittee may as well determine now whether the || But it is not confined to them, for all the clerks in 


Government is to have faithful and competent 
agents, and weare to pay them an adequate price, 


| or whether we are to have bunglers and swindlers, 


for it comes to that. Itis well known that the 
late Assistant Treasurer of the United States at 
New York left his office, although the Govern- 
ment asked and urged him toremain. He found 
the compensation inadequate to his labors. The 
Treasurer in his report tells us that he had to 


| All public officers must dodhe same thing. If a | 
| dollurin paper will not buy as much as did a dol- 


make several applications before he could get a | 
competent man to take it, and that with the assu- 


rance that he would present his case to Congress 
for the purpose of an increase of his salary. | 
have no doubt, sir, that when this Congress ad- 
journs without giving him an increased salary he 
will go back to the place that he left, where he 
was receiving $8,000 per annum with much less 
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_ 


Mr. Chairman, there areas good men as any in 
this House who are willing to take it at the pres- 
ent salary, 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SPALDING. I move to strike out ‘* seven” 
and insert * four.’? I am not prepared to dispute 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania the prop- 
osition that the class of employés of the national 


| Government provided for in this section are per- 


haps paid too low for their services. Lam not 
prepared to deny his proposition that ordinarily 


| to command the first-class ability we have to give 


| Way. 


the first-class pay. But, sir, | do differ with him 
when he says that this Government must, in its 
present embarrassment, raise the pay of its em- 
ployés. And I am not prepared to take a distine- 
tion between officers and soldiers of our Army, 
and officers and sailors of our Navy, who are 
poorly paid, and these gentlemen who exercise a 
trust in the office of the sub-Treasury in the dif- 
ferent cities. It cannot be unknown to the mem- 
bers of this committee that at this moment every 
class ofemployés under our Government are press- 
ing upon us applications for increase of pay, 
and upon the same grounds now stated by my 
friend from Pennsylvania, that they cannot live 
upon their monthly pay and salaries. 

Why, sir, the Committee on Naval Affaires, 
of which I have the honor to be a member, is 
now overburdened with applications from every 
part of every department of the naval service for 
increased pay; and I understand that the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs is pressed in the same 
We know that the officers and men in the 
Army and Navy ask for increased pay. If any 
class of our citizens be heard they should be heard 
in regard to an increase of pay for their services. 


allthe Departments here in Washington are mak- 
ing an attack upon this Congress for an increase of 
their compensation. Now, it becomes this com- 
mittee at this point to determine whether the Gov- 
ernment is prepared with money to answer these 
repeated demands now made upon it. Why, sir, 
if L understand the condition of things correctly, 
itis with difficulty that we pay from quarter‘to 
quarter the soldiers we have now under arms in 
the field. Is it not so? Are there not millions 


/of suspended accounts now in the Treasury 


labor, and there was an offer to increase it in one | 


year to $10,000. The Government then will be 
left to those poor paupers who seek these places 
because they can get nothing else to live on—men 
who are wholly unfitted for these offices. This 
is atime when skilled men are needed for the 
service of the Government. We do not want 
poor creatures who are fit for nothing except to 
draw their salaries. We need men who are fit 
for these responsible places. 
employment anywhere at liberal pay, and yet it 
is proposed that the Government shall take the 
refuse matter. Wecannot get men who are fit 
for these places at low salaries. In my judgment, 
sir, there never was a more false economy than pay- 
ing competent officers niggardly salaries. ‘There 
was never a more false economy than in trying 
to get men at low salaries, when those low sal- 
aries will not enable us to procure men of ability 
and skill. 

Mr. Chairman, these are not suggestions of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. They are the 
suggestions of the heads of the Departments, who 
say that they cannot carry on the business of the 
nation in this manner. These are times which 
require much skill and labor, and unless we can 
get men in whom we can have confidence we may 
as well stop altogether. I think, therefore, the 
opposition made to this section isa mistake. If 
gentlemen will consult the heads of Departments, 
and learn the trouble they are put to in order to 

rocure these men, they would think exactly as 

do. They have to labor to prevent them from 
resigning. 

I have no doubt that what the gentleman from 
California has said of the office in San Francisco 
is true; and that he could find enough of men there, 
turned out from the mines and canals, who would 
be willing to take it. 
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| Treasurer of New York. 
Such men can find | 


Department, and are we prepared to swamp the 
Treasury at once, by casting upon it, in the shape 
of increased pay to the employés of the Govern- 
ment, I do not know how many hundreds of mil- 
lions more, but hundreds of millions it must be? 
I object, in the first instance, to any increased 
yay; and tL intend to follow up that course until 
find a disposition in the House to enlarge sala- 


| ries, and when they do that, lam for taking down 


| must be given to a rich man, 





the bars and letting all come in. 
be the consequence ? 

Mr. BROOKS. I did not intend to say any- 
thing upon this subject, nor do I intend now to 
extend my remarks beyond that of the sub- 
Seven thousand dol- 
lars, | know, is an enormous salary in the esti- 
mation of many gentlemen who live where such 
salaries are notcommon. Buttn the city of New 
York, salaries of $25,000 a year are given to par- 
ties having far less responsibility than the sub- 
Treasurer at New York. ‘This is an office which 
It is not an office 
It is an office which no poor man 


And what will 


for a poor man, 


| can possibly have, for at the start he is obliged to 


give bonds to the amount of $400,000; and no 


| poor man can give such a bond unless he has 
| some preliminary arrangement outside to steal 


more than the amount of the bond. ‘There are 
hundreds of men in New York who would take 
the greatest pleasure in giving this $400,000 
bond, give $1,000,000 for the position of the 
New York sub-Treasurer for a single year. I 
could furnish a regiment of such applicants for 
office; but in order to obtain the right sort of a 
man a salary must necessarily be given him cor- 
responding to that which is given in like cases in 
other employments. When the incomes of men 
border upon a million a year, it is not to be ex- 
pected that such men will desire to take the office 
of sub-Treasurer at $7,000a year. And therefore 
the Department had exceeding difficulty in obtain- 
ing a man of so high a character as the gentle- 
man who now holds that office. 

Gentlemen from the interior must not estimate 
their salaries in the interior by the salaries which 
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are necessarily given in New York city. Many || pensation for the services which he is now ren- 


men in the interior obtain their butter, for exam- 
ple, for twenty, thirty, and forty cents a pound, 
and the farmer makes a profit by making it at fif- 
teen cents a pound. We in New York are obliged 
to pay seventy and seventy-five cents a pound for 
it; and eggs, and rons else, are high in pro- 
portion. The rent of a house, respectable for a 
man intrusted with such a high office, would ab- 
sorb fully one half of the salary we propose to 
give. Gentlemen muat bear in mind that a new 


system of administration ef the Government has | 


been established since the war broke out. The 
sub-Treasury of New York has become a great 
national banking institution, and disburses di- 
rectly or indirectly, in some form or other, by 


| 
| 


exchange or otherwise, $1,000,000,000 annually; | 


and the Assistant Treasurer handles, inall prob- 
ability, a far greater sum of money than would 
be necessary to carry on the pecuniary adminis- 
tration of this Government. We have voted to- 
day $3,700,000 for the mere printing of this money 
which the Assistant Treasurer of New York has 
more or less to handle. Our appropriations for 


the great Mint at Philadelphia are only $150,000 | 


in this bill, while the appropriation for the paper 
money which runs through the hands more orless 
of the Assistant ‘Treasurer of New York 

Mr. MORRILL. Of course the gentleman 
from New York does not mean to misstate any- 
thing, but we have not appropriated any such 
sum as he states for the mere printing. It in- 
cludes the whole expense of the loans, paper, and 
a large number of other items. 

Mr. BROOKS. ‘There was an appropriation 
in the bill of over two million dollars, and the 
ee has offered an amendment which we 

ave passed appropriating $1,100,000 more. 

Mr. MORRILL. That includes the expense 
of adhesive stamps and other things. 

Mr. BROOKS. Well, that is merely an in- 
cidenfal topic. 1 am desirous of sustaining the 
position taken by the gentleman from Vermont 
that this is hardly an adequate salary. 1 am 

uite sure the House cannot do better than vote 
this-sum. 

Mr.SPALDING. I withdraw my amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I renew the amendment, so 
that my remarks may be in order. I hope the 
motion of the gentleman from lowa [Mr. Wit- 
80N] will prevail. I think we may as well meet 
this question of the increase of salaries and of 
compensation at once. If, however, that motion 
bhall not prevail, I shall then move to insert the 
city of Chicago among these other places where 
the compensation is increased. I know that the 
person who discharges the duties of this office 
there receives only $1,400 compensation, and he 
is responsible for more than $100,000,000 per an- 
num which passes through his hands. 
the compensation is entirely inadequate, and the 
disparity between the value of the services ren- 
dered and the compensation given can be no greater 
in New York, or Boston, or Philadelphia, or any- 
where in the United States. 
under the Government who discharges as respon- 
sible duties, in my judgment, for such smal] com- 
pensation; and yet, in the present condition of the 
finances of the country, there is patriotism enough 
there to enable the Government to obtain a com- 
petent man to discharge the duties of that office 
at the present rate of compensation, and I believe 
there is patriotism enough everywhere to dis- 
charge the duties of these offices. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Brooks] 
refers to the large yearly incomes of gentlemen 
living in the city of New York, and he says there 
are plenty of men there who would be willing to 
take the office for the sake of the stealings of the 
office. I would like to know if there is not some 
patriotic wealthy man in New York who would 
take the office atsuch a time as this and discharge 
its duties for the compensation now allowed by 
law, and for the honor and distinction of servin 
the oreniny at the present time. I believe that 
you can obtain at the present rate of compensa- 
tion competent men to discharge the duties of all 
these offices, and that an increase of compensation 
is entirely unnecessary. It is not pretended that 
men in the eae of the Government are 
adequately paid in these times, There is scarcely 
a high officer in the Army or a man in high civil 
position, who is paid an adequate pecuniary com- 





Of course | 


There is no officer | 





| 





dering; but we do not see patriotic soldiets or 
civilians leaving the public service at such an hour 
because their compensation is too small. We 
do not see distinguished members of this House 
retiring because their compensation is inadequate. 
I trust, sir, that the House will to-day indicate, 
by rejecting this entire section, an indisposition 
to increase the salaries of civil officers. 

Mr. MORRILL. The gentleman from Illinois 
has made a conclusive argument against the 
amendment which he says he will offer hereafter, 
and hence it is not necessary for me to refer to it. 

Mr. Chairman, “‘ facts are stubborn things.” 
We cannot resist the evidence that we have tried 
low salaries in some of these places and they have 
been found insufficient to accomplish the purposes 
of the Government. We know from actual ex- 
periment that the requisite ability and experience 
cannot be had in the city of New York for the 
salary that we have heretofore paid. In the face of 
this evidence I do not believe it wise on the part of 
the committee to go on and legislate so that we 
shall have no competent officers in these places. 
I believe in keeping the fountains pure at their 
source. 

What are the facts? Since the commencement 
of this rebellion not a dollar has been lost through 
frauds in these sub-Treasuries. ‘That is not our 
experience in the pagt history of the country. It 
is well known that the sub-Treasurer at New York 
has a large force under his command and is made 
responsible for them. Some days they have to 
receive and pay out not less than $20,000,000 in a 
single day. To be sure, a large portion of this 
isin paper. But on some days it is very large, 
amounting to millionsin absolute coin. If one of 
his clerks take a counterfeit note, or a spurious 
coin, the sub-Treasurer alone is responsible. It 
is a very difficult matter to carry on operations of 
such a gigantic nature, and to have them always 
come out without the loss of a dollar. 

Under these circumstances I trust that the House 
will act with its usual judgment. It is aseparate 
and distinct question from that of raising salaries 
generally; and I am glad to see so much evidence 
on the part of members that we will rather under- 
take to improve the currency and make it more 
valuable to the men who have salaries, and to our 
officers and soldiers in the field, than to go upon 
the principle of a general increase of salaries 
throughout the country. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. DAVSS, of Maryland. I move a proforma 
amendment in order that I may say why I shall 
vote for the proposal of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. In the first place it is my habit to 
follow that committee with only about half an 
eye open; and in this particular case my eyes 
poste, aim opened wide by the debate that has 
sprung up on the proposition. 1am opposed to 
any increase of salaries that have heretofore been 
fixed at a proper rate for the services performed, 
where that increase is asked because of the depre- 
ciation of the currency or the increase of the nom- 
inal value of articles. I thoughtat the last session, 
and I think now, that the remedy for the evil is 
in remedying the currency and not in increasing 
salaries. I will vote for any measure that tends 
to reduce the volume of the currency and thereby 
add to its value; but I shall not vote to increase 
any salary merely because it is insufficient by 
reason of the depreciation of the currency. 

Mr. WILSON. Will the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland permit me to make a remark here? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON. The gentleman will be incon- 
sistent with this section of the bill, because it is 

rovided that the increased compensation author- 
ized shall not continue in force for more than two 
years from the 4th of March next. I presume 
the Committee of Ways and Means expects to 
return to specie payments before then. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Or the Committee 
of Ways and Means may suppose that the war 
will be ended and the extraordinary expenses of 
the Government reduced within such a volume 
as that less compensation will procure adequate 
business talent to perform the duties. One hy- 
pothesis is as legitimate as the other; and either 
is only hypothesis, The reason for the increase 
asked here is this: you must have business men 
to transact the business of the Government. The 
patriotism of the people may very well be called 
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upon in every legitimate form to support the Gov- 
ernment; but you do not anywhere else rely on 
the patriotism of the people to fill the offices of the 
Government. If youare to transact business you 
must have business capacity, and pay for it at 
business raves. Now, the amount of business 
cast on this particular officer has no just propor- 
tion to the compensation paid him in comparison 
with the salaries paid for like services in the or- 
dinary business of the country. This is not the 
increase of an inadequate salary, become inade- 
quate because of the depreciation of the currency, 
but it is the increase of a salary inadequate on 
its original basis, and therefore requiring to be 
increased. 

For these reasons, Mr. Chairman, I shall vote 
for the proposition of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. In my judgment a responsible officer 
will save a thousand-fold his salary every year, 
whereas an incompetent man, by mere errors, 
bungling, and stupidity, to say nothing of pos- 
sible cheating, will cost the Government ten times 
his salary every year. 1 withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

The amendment of Mr. Wixson, to strike out 
the second section, was not agreed to; there being 
on a division—ayes 43, noes 51. 

Mr. WILSON. I will not call for tellers on 
this question, if it be understood that we shall 
have an mepovonny to take a vote on the ques- 
tion in the House. 

Mr. MORRILL. I shall have no objection to 
that, because I shall move to reinsert the section 
as it was originally, except in one particular, and 
that will give the gentleman the opportunity he 
desires. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I now move to amend by in- 
serting, ‘*the salary of the Assistant Treasurer 
at Chicago shall be $4,000.” The salary of that 
officer is now $1,400. 1 ask the gentleman from 
Vermont to give his assent to this amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 cannot give such assent. 
There has been no action of the committee on 
this subject. 

Mr. ARNOLD. An increase of this salary was 
repeatedly recommended by the late Secretary of 
the Treasury. 1 could, were it necessary, have 
read to the House a communication from the late 
Secretary of the Treasury recommending an in- 
crease of this salary. Thereis no case anywhere 
of such inadequacy of salary with reference to 
the amount of labor and the responsibility. This 
office was created and the salary fixed when Chi- 
cago was a village of five or ten thousand in- 
habitants, with no considerable commerce. It 
has now grown to be one of the largest cities in 
the Union, and this officer at that point now has 
the responsibility of receiving and paying out 
hundreds of millions of dollars per annum. Be- 
cause he has not been persistently demanding an 
increase of salary certainly he should not be made 
the victim of an unjust discrimination, when an 
increase of compensation is given to the Assistant 
Treasurers at New York, Boston, and St. Louis. 
I say with the utmost confidence that in no one 
of the cities where the salary is increased is there 
so great a disparity between the labor and the re- 
sponsibility on the one hand and the salary on the 
other, as « bs is in the case of this officer in the 
city of Chicago. He has not been dogging the 
heels of the Committee of Ways and Means, urg- 
ing an increase of his pay; but ifan increase should 
be made attywhere, it should certainly be made 
in the case of this most meritorious officer, who 
has not been persistent in demanding an increase, 
but has faithfully attended to the discharge of his 
duties. I hope, therefore, that this amendment 
will be adopted. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Mr. Chairman, 
I cannot vote for the amendmentof the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Annoxp,} and I hope that the 
House will hereafter adopt the proposition of the 
gentleman from Jowa, [Mr. Wirson,] to strike 
out the whole section. 

Mr. ARNOLD. If this amendment be adopted 
I will cheerfully vote with the gentleman to strike 
out the whole section. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I wish to say, 
Mr. Chairman, that I cannot see why the argu- 
ment pressed by the gentleman from Maryland, 
{Mr. Davis,] will not apply to every other case 
in which we are asked to increase salaries. Have 
not the labors of every head of a Department or 
bureau increased during this war? Have not the 
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labors of every civil officer increased? These 
officers are all asking, with one accord, for an in- 
crease of salary. If we allow an increase in this 
instance we must of necessity allow it in every 
other. This matter does not involve simply the 
increase of $2,000 asked in this case; it involves 
the question whether we shall add millions of dol- 
lars to the expenses of the Government by in- 
creasing the salaries of all our public officers. 
For if we adopt the increase in one case it will 
be brought forward asa precedent for an increase 
in numerous other cases—a precedent the force 
of which we cannot consistently deny. 

[ am not surprised, as some gentlemen appear 
to be, that, in our efforts to check the increase of 
expenditures we do not get assistance from gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House. We all 
understand that when the slavery question shall 
be removed from our discussions the questions 
attracting the public attention will be chiefly of 
a financial nature. We are going to be met with 
the cry of ** economy in our expenditures.”?” We 
cannotexpect gentlemen on that side of the House 
to stay our course when we are rushing on this 
rock of extravagance. I do not expect it; and | 
am not surprised to find that gentlemen on that 
side of the House are willing to assist members 
on this side to increase salaries. 1 expect that 
in a few days there will come from that side of 
the House a proposition to increase the pay of 
our soldiers and our sailors; and it is to be scen 
how that proposition will be met. WhenI have 
been appealed to by clerks from my own district 
to vote for an increase of salaries, | have said to 
them, ‘I cannot do it;’? and I have told them, 
‘**There are three or four thousand patriotic men 
from my district, who are not only serving their 
country, but facing their country’s enemies; and 
the salaries of these men should be increased first; 
but I do not believe that the situation of our Treas- 
ury will allow even that.’”? And can we resist 
that when we vote for this increase? Not at all. 
Men who are holding office under the Govern- 
ment are suffering as men are suffering who are 
living upon salaries all over the country; no 
more and no less, 

Everybody in this time is living economically. 
Everybody at this time is suffering from the in- 
creased price of everything throughout the coun- 
try. Everybody is suffering from the increased 
cost of living. And when men are patriotically 
bearing the expenses of taxation and patriotically 
living upon small salaries all over the country, is 
it a time to increase the salaries of the employés 
of the Government? I know that these men 
when they are applicants for office profess a great 
deal of patriotism, and I think that they can bear 
the present salary when they have tried so hard to 
get the places in the first instance. I shall vote 
against any increase of salary; but I will say the 
first increase I can be induced to vote for is when 
gentlemen on the other side shall propose to in- 
crease the pay of our officers and soldiers and 





sailors. 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr.KERNAN. I movetoamend the amend- 


ment by making it $3,500, in order to say a few 
words. lam a good deal surprised that my col- 
league from New York, whose remarks were 
made apparently with a view to an effect else- 
where, should, in view of the enormous expendi- 
tures which have been made of the public money, 
rise in his place here and charge that it is because 
we on this side of the House will not help them 
on that side to do what is right. 
young member upon this floor, but 1 remember 


one occasion when we on this side of the House | 


endeavored to oppose some measure—it was the 
measure which afterward failed in the other 
House—I mean the confiscation bill—and its 
failure showed that we were right although it was 


forced through this House by members on the | 


other side. On that occasion, sir, we were told, 
and | will give substantially what was said, that 
we on this side had better confine ourselves to our 
legitimate business, the business for which we 
were sent here, of embarrassing and opposing, as 
the peone trusted, that side of the House. And 
the House will remember that they said that they 
would take care of the Government which had 
been intrusted to them. We on this side have 
submitted on all occasions. Whatdid we find to be 
the case? That it was fatal, almost, to any meas- 
ure to have it come from this side ef the House. 


TH 





I am a very | 








We were not able to getanything through. What 


then, Mr. Chairman, were we to do? We were 
told by members on that side that this was not the 
time for economy when we proposed to reduce 
appropriations, that seemed too large. All we 
could do then was, when members on that side 
endeavored to cut down what we believed to be 
larger expenditures than were necessary, to help 
them, as we were not allowed any chance of suc- 
cess if we proposed to do so ourselves. 

The gentleman from New York says that he 
would ask what encouragement we had given. 
Why, sir, at this very Congress there has been 
an appropriation of $108,000 for furniture for the 
Treasury building; and yet the other day, when 
I endeavored to strike out $15,000 of that amount 


in order to show the disapproval of Congress of | 


such extravagant expenditures, I could scarcely 
raise a friend to support me except on my own 
side of the House. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. How many | 


members on the gentleman’s side of the House 
voted with him? 

Mr. KERNAN. I believe that they all voted 
with me, and that that side voted the other way. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No, sir; l 
voted with the gentleman. 

Mr.KERNAN. I give the gentleman credit; 
and Iam glad to know there are men on that side 
who vote with us against extravagant expendi- 
tures. But Ido not want the insinuation to go 
out, as it is an unjust one, that we would not help 


them, and were therefore responsible. I have re- | 


mained here during the action on this long bill, 
and have voted on all occasions for the reduction 
of extravagant appropriations; and this side has 
voted in the same way. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MORRILL. As | believe this debate is 
wandering from the bill, I move that the commit- 
tee rise for the purpose of terminating the debate 
upon the whole bill, unless unanimous consent 
be given to take the question. 

Mr. KERNAN. | withdraw my amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
ment to this section. 

Mr. MORRILL. You can offer it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I want to explain it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I insist upon my motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had under con- 
sideration the special order, being House bill No. 
649, making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1866, and had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that all debate upon 
the special order in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union be terminated in two 
minutes after the committee resumes the consider- 
ation thereof, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest that the gentleman 
makes it ten minutes, 

Mr. MORRILL. | will modify my motion ac- 


cording to that suggestion. 





I desire to offer an amend 


The motion was agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER 


Mr. STILES. I move that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and thatthe House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and tbe House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on thestate of the Union, (Mr. Dawes 
in the chair,) and resumed, as a special order, the 

| consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 649) making 


} appropriations for the legislative, exccutive, and 


| judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
| ending 30th of June, 1866; the question being on 
| the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, 





| {Mr. Arwoxp.] . ‘ 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
amendment of m 


amount to $3,500. 


I move to amend the 
colleague by reducing the 
I do this not merely for the 
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purpose of opposing the amendment of my col- 
league, for if any of these gentlemen are entitled 
to have their compensation increased, this oflicer 
at Chicago is as much entitled to itas any of them, 
but it seems that he has not been sufficiently in 
the ring to getinto this combination for increasing 
salaries. But what more particularly desired to 
say is that it does seem to me that this attempt to 
increase the salaries of these high officers is most 
impudent and atrocious, 

Mr. THAYER. The gentleman talks about 
rings being formed for raising salaries, and pro- 
nounces the effort impudentand atrocious, Now, 
as one of the gentlemen who is to be affected by 
this proposed increase of salaries is a resident of 
my district, I desire to know whether the gentle- 
man has any reason for supposing that he is in 
the ring. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. He is certainly in the 


ring of this section, which rings of an increase of 
salaries. 

Mr. THAYER. Then the gentleman does not 
mean to impute anything improper by his lan- 

uage. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. No, sir; notatall. I 
do not propose to indulge in any attack upon the 
character of these men; but I do repeat that I 
think the commencement of increasing salaries at 
this end of the route, beginning with hign officers, 
is a most impudent and atrocious thing. ‘There 
are some branches of our Army that have not 
been paid for nearly six months. A few days 
ago I received a letter from an officer in command 
at New Orleans, in which he informed me that 
the paymaster had not been there for nearly six 
months. Here are soldiers drawing only six- 
teen dollars a month, and exposing their lives to 
danger and death, and no complaint comes from 
this Committee of Ways and Means that they 
are not receiving enough; there is no propost- 
tion to increase their pay. But when these men 
who, the gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] 
says, have an income of $1,000,000 a year, come 
and ask for an increase of their salaries, behold 
they must have it. 

Why, sir, if these gentlemen in New York who 
are demanding an increase of their salaries have 
an income of $1,000,000 a year, it seems to me 
they are engaged in a very small business in de- 
manding of us an increase of one, two, or three 
thousand dollars ayear. Why, 1am astonished 
at the declaration which has been made here that 
you cannot get competent men to fill these offices 
unless you increase the compensation. Who has 
ever resigned? When, sir, has there been more 
than one instance under this Administration of an 
officer resigning because of the inadequacy of his 
salary? Not at all. The men who deserve an 
increase of salary are the men who cannot resign, 
who are mustered into the service, and who if 
they attempt to resign are put under arrest; the 
are the poor men, the men who are exposing their 
lives every day, and what will not a man give in 
exchange for his life? 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I very cordially concur in 
the views expressed by the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, while | am not in favor of his amendment, 
We upon this side of the House shall be very 
happy to codperate with him in behalf of justice to 
aclass of persons who cannot get out of the ser- 
vice, 

But in connection with this subject I desire to 
bring to the attention of the House a proposition 
which will accomplish a great act of justice on 
the part of this House; and lam happy to believe 
that the ruling of the Chair willenable that prop- 
osition to come before the Flouse asa contingency 
for carrying ona Department of the Government. 
I ask that my amendment may be read. It isin 
the nature of a limitation upon this appropriation. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Add to section two the following: 

And provided further, That the appropriation made by 
this act shall be on the condition that every private soldier 
who shall have enlisted in any regiment or batiery pre- 
viously organized, with the distinct assurance given at the 
time of the enlistment by the recruiting officer, or by the 
Governor of the State where Whe enlistinent was made, that 
he should be mustered out of service with the regiment or 
battery in which he enlisted, shall, upon his application, 
be mustered out of the service with such regiment or bat- 
tery, in accordance with such assurance ;° or if the regiment 
or battery shall have been mustered out such soldier shall 
be forthwith discharged, anything in the mustering-in roll 
of such soldier to the contrary notwithstanding ; and the 
Secretary of War shall, subject to the approval of the Pres- 
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ident of the United States, adopt the proper rules as to 


proofs of such enlistment necessary Lo carry this provision 


jato effect. 


Mr. MORRILL. 1 cannot raise a point of or- 
der upon that amendment. I presume the gen- 
tleman having got in his Buncombe speech, does 
not care to press it, 

Mr. HOLMAN, 

Mr. MORRILL. 


Ido wt a great deal about it. 
I make the point of order 


that the amendment is not germane to the bill, \| 


and is independent legislation. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Itis a limitation upon the 
appropriation, and provides for one of the Depart- 
ments of the Government that comes within the 
ruling of the Chair already made. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I must appeal from that de- 


cision of the Chair most respectfully. The amend- 


ment certainly comes within the ruling made by | 


the Chair since this bill has been under consider- 
ation. 

The question was taken on the appeal, and the 
decision of the Chair was sustained as the judg- 
ment of the committee. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Is there any time remain- 
ing for debate? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
is about one minute left. 

Several Members. ‘T'wo minutes. 

Mr. SCHENCK. As I propose to vote in 
favor of the amendment to strike out this whole 
Perr { desire to explain ina few words why 

shall do so. 

I believe that such is the condition of the cur- 
rency of the country, such the embarrassments 
of the Treasury, and such the necessity for the 
appropriation of our means to the carrying on of 


this war, that in the present state of affairs, how- | 


ever meritorious the application, we cannot in- 


Government throughout the country. I believe 
that there are very few of the present officers of 
the Government, civil or military, who are not 
compelled to be exceedingly frugal to live at all 
within the means that we give them for that pur- 
pose; but if we commence at all, we must go 
through with the whole list; and [ am very un- 
willing to commence with gentlemen who are re- 
ceiving comparatively large salaries, however in- 
adequate they may be, who by living a little more 
closely to the wind, a little more frugally, can 
manage to get on, if at the same time we deny 
an increase to the clerks here and the lieutenants 
and others in the Army who cannot possibly live 
upon the means that we furnish them. 

{Here the hammer fell, the time allowed by the 
resolution of the House for debate on the bill 
having expired. ] 


Mr. ARNOLD. I will accept the amendment 
of my colleague, establishing the salary of the 


sub-Treasurer at Chicago at $3,500. 

The question was taken on Mr. Arnop’s 
amendment as modified, and it was rejected. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the committee 
do now rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, as aspecial order, had under considera- 
tion House bill No. 649, making appropriations 
for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 
1866, and had directed him to report the same back 
to the House with sundry amendments. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I ask the gentleman from 
Vermont to give way to me a moment. 

Mr. MORRILL. Certainly. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Joint resolutions giving the 
thanks of Congress to General Terry and Ad- 
miral Porter have just arrived from the Senate. I 
move that they be taken from the Speaker’s table, 
and referred respectively to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, 

. There being no objection, joint resolution (S. 
No. 98) to present the thanks of Congress to Ma- 
jor General Alfred H. Terry and the officers and 
men under his‘command, and joint resolution (S. 
No. 99) tendering the thanks of Congress to Rear 
Admiral David D. Porter, and to the officers, 


The Chair thinks there 


1] 


‘|| Mr. WILSON. 





petty officers, seamen, and marines under his 
command for their gallantry and good conduct 
| in the recent capture of Fort Fisher, were taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second 
time, and referred: the former to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia, and the latter 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of House 

bill No. 649, making appropriations for the legis- 
\| lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
|| Government for the year ending June 30, 1866. 
|! Mr. MORRILL. I move to strike out the last 
\| section of the bill, as follows: 


is hereby, fixed at 86,000 per annum; the compensation of 
|| the Assistant Treasurer at New York at $6,000 per annum, 
and the salaries ofthe Assistant Treasurers at Philadelphia, 
toston, and St. Louis at $5,000 per annum each, to com- 


necessary to pay the same for the current aud next fiscal 


|| year be, ayd the same is hereby, appropriated out of any | 


money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pro- 
vided, That the increased compensation authorized by this 
section shall continue in force tor tWo years from the 4th 
day of March next, and no longer. 


And to insert in lieu thereof the following: 


|| of the Treasurer of the United States be, and the same is 


hereby, fixed at $6,000 per annum; the compensation of 


the Assistant Treasurer at New York at $7,000 per annum ; 
and the salaries of the Assistant Treasurers at Philadel- 
phia, Boston, and St. Louis, at $5,000 per annum each, to 
commeuce trom the 4th day*of March next; and the 
amount necessary to pay the same forthe current and next 
fiscal year be, and the same Is hereby, appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : 
| Provided, That the increased compensation authorized by 
this section shall continue in force for two years from the 
| 4th day of March next, and no longer: And provided fur- 
| ther, That nothing herein contained shall be construed as 
increasing the annual compensation of the Treasurer of 
the Mint, ex officio Assistant Treasurer of the United States 


|| at Philadelphia, beyond $5,000 for his services as Treas- 
crease generally the salaries of the officers of the 


| urer of the Mintand as Assistant Treasurer. 


I hope that substitute will be 


| allowed to go in without a contest, and then the 


|, House can take a vote on striking out the whole 


| secuion. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
substitute being incorporated in the bill as the 
original text? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I object. 

Mr. MORRILL. The section is modified in 
the last proviso, in order that the Assistant Treas- 
urer at Philadelphia shall not from any construc- 
tion of the law receive a double salary. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Willthe gentleman from Ver- 
mont modify it by inserting a provision for the 
Assistant Treasurer at Chicago? 

Mr. MORRILL. I would be glad to do so, 
but | am not at liberty, as I am acting under the 
direction of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Besides I do not see that we would gain anything 
by it, for the gentleman from Illinois has already 
announced that he will vote against it, whether 
that is on or out. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man from Vermont agreed that if his substitute 
was accepted we should have a vote on striking 
outthe section as amended. By that means those 
who are opposed to this increase of salaries would 
get the opportunity they desire, and we would 
save a good deal of time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The objection to that is that 
in the section as amended by the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, the salary of 
the Assistant Treasurer at New York is fixed at 
$6,000, whereas the substitute fixes it at $7,000. 
if the House were not to strike out the section as 
it now is, that salary would remain at $6,000; 
but if the substitute of the gentleman from Ver- 
mont were allowed to be incorporated as the orig- 
inal text, and were not to be stricken out, that 
salary would be $7,000. 

Mr.MORRILL. I must insist that thisis not 
the same question as the general question of rais- 
ing salaries throughout the country. I make the 
point that this increase is represented, by the 
porns organ of the Government, to be indispen- 
sable to the conductof this Department. I know 

that at New York, the only city where the salary 
of this officer has been reduced by the action of 
the Committee of the Whole, the officer is one of 
experience, tact,and skill, who gaves to the Gov- 
ernment daily more than the amount of his sal- 
ary. Ithink it, therefore, the part of wisdom that 
we should consent, not to an extravagant salary, 
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mence from the 4th day of March next; and the amount | 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the compensation | 


| 





January 19, 
| but to make it what it ought to be, considering the 
vast amount of business that is done at that office, 

Mr.GARFIELD. [hope that the amendment 
in relation to dry plate printing in the Treasury 
Department will not be adopted by the House. [ 
will not enter into an argument of the case, but [ 
will simply state a few facts. It has been stated 
here that vast sums of money are being expended 
in the Treasury Department for an experiment— 
| an experiment which has been a failure. Now, 
sir, | hold in my hand the report made by the in- 
vestigating committee last fall; and on page 360 is 
| a letter from the late Secretary of the Treasury, 
| Mr. Chase, in regard to the cost of printing money 


|| under that system, and, indeed, in regard to the 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the compensa- | 


| tion of the ‘Treasurer of the United States be, and the same | 


whole cost of printing iff the ‘Treasury Depart- 
ment, That letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
, and other documents show conclusively that the 
cost of this printing is more than one hundred per 
|, cent. more when done by bank-note companies 
than when done in the Treasury Department. 
Mr. WILSON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
|| whether, in the statement submitted by the Sec- 
|| retary of the Treasury, the entire cost of print- 
|| ing is not included, whereas the amendment to 
| which the gentlemen refers relates only to the 
experiment with the hydrostatic press. 
| Mr.GARFIELD. Certainly. If the gentle- 


Department, as given in these tables, includes the 

/entire outlay for hydrostatic presses. The ex- 
| pense of large and heavy machines, now thrown 
| aside as worthless, is included in the cost. Yet, 
| notwithstanding all this, the cost of printing is not 
| so great, by one to three hundred per cent., as it 
| was when done under,contract by the bank-note 
| companies of New York. 
Yn regard to the dry plate printing, to which 
| the gentleman has referred, the committee did re- 
port that the machinery was very heavy and ex- 
pensive, that the experiment had not yet been 
completed, and that they could not recommend 
the system on the score of economy. It seemed 
to us to be an expensive experiment and one of 
doubtful success. But since that time the experi- 
ment has proved highly successful. [think there 
can scarcely be found an instance of so marked a 
success in any branch of mechanical ingenuity as 
thisexperimentin dry plateprinting. If the gen- 
tleman will visit the Treasury Department he will 
find that printing is there executed far faster by 
this method than by the old method; and not only 
faster, but far better. The printing is executed 
in such a way as to afford almost an absolute se- 
curity against counterfeiting. Within the past 
few months one of the most accomplished engi- 
neers of England has visited the printing estab- 
lishment of the Treasury Department, and he 
declares the printing machinery now in use there 
to be a master-piece of skill in mechanics. And 
Iam informed to-day by a gentleman on this floor 
that Professor Agassiz, who has witnessed the 
operation of that machinery within tLe past week, 
pronounces it one of the wonders of the age— 
one of the marvels of mechanical science. 

These facts, which have come to light since the 
committee made their report, constitute, I think, a 
triumphant vindication of the genius of the man 
who has perfected this mechanism, whatever may 
be said against his personal character. I hope that 
these facts will convince the House of the impro- 
priety of retaining an amendment which would 
throw a reflection upon the whole system. © 

Mr. PRICE. Asthe gentleman was a member 
of the committee charged with the investigation 
in reference to the printing of bills, [ wish to ask 
him what is the cost per thousand for printing? 


| Now, sir, the cost of printing in the Treasury 











Mr. GARFIELD. 1 will read from the letter 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, which I hold 
in my hand: 

«The cost per $1,000 of five-cent fractional curreney’’— 

Mr. PRICE. That is not the question. 1 wish 
to know the cost per thousand of printing the bank 
bills? 

Mr.GARFIELD. The cost of printing the 
bank bills has nothing to do with dry plate print- 
ing. I beg to gee the gentleman that I am 
speaking on the subject of dry plate printing, and 
the fractional currency is the only kind of currency 
printed in that way. 

Mr. PRICE. The question under considera- 
tion involves the printing of the bank bills as well 
as the fractional currency. 
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Mr. GARFIELD. It does not. Dry plate | 
printing is used only in producing fractional cur- | 
rency. Ithas, therefore, nothing to do with bank 
bills. Dry plate printing is what is now under 
consideration. 

Mr. PRICE. I repeat the question—the gen- 
tleman has been on the committee and can answer 
it—what is the cost of printing bank bills per 
thousand impressions? 

Mr. GARFIELD. I can tell the gentleman, 
but that is not germane to the subject under con- 


sideration at all. I will tell the gentleman after 
awhile. 


Mr. PRICE. 
answered now. 

Mr.GARFIELD. And Iprefer,as I am upon 
the floor, to consider the question pertinently and 
in my own way. 

I ask the attention of the House to what I shall 
read from a letter of the Secretary of the Treasury: 


* The cost per $1,000 of five-cent fractional currency has 
been $24 59; postage currency, $58 77. ‘The cost per $1,000 
of ten-cent fractional currency has been §12 29); postage 
currency, $29 38. The cost per $1,000 of twenty-five-cent | 
fractional currency has been $6 143; postage currency, 
$14 69). The cost per §1,000 of fifty-cent fractional cur- 
rency las been $3 033; postage currency, $7 34. | 

‘The whole amount of postage currency furnished bythe | 
bank-note companies has been $20,192,956; the number of 
impressions 6,680,364, and their cost $393,548 99. The | 
whole amount of fractional currency furnished in the De- 
partment to the 2d day of June, 1864, was $6,934,691 ; the | 
number of impressions, 1,661,856, and their cost, 350,930 10. 


~ 


“ A production corresponding in face, value, and numbers, 
with that of the bank-note companies would cost in the 
Department, as nearly as can be estimated, $158,571 89.”’ 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 ask the 
gentleman to answer the question whether it did 
not cost over $300,000 to print $312,000 under this 
experiment? 

Mr. GARFIELD. I expect that the first 
sheet of the postage currency cost $200,000, pro- | 
vided they had only printed that single sheet. It | 
would have cost that amount if they had printed 
only one sheet and had charged to that sheet all | 
the expense of getting up the necessary machin- 
ery. fe would indeed be a costly sheet that on 
its face was worth only two dollars and would cost 
the Government nearly a quarter of a million of | 
dollars. But, sir, that is not the way to estimate 
the cost of printing. 

Mr. DAWES. [ask the gentleman from Ohio 
whether he approves of an arrangement by which 
the head of a bureau who makes the contract is 
permitted to be a part owner of the patent under 
which the printing is done? 

Mr. GARFIELD. In the first place, Mr. 
Speaker, | was not aware that any such arrange- 
ment had been made. If there is any such ar- 
rangement I most certainly do not approve of it. 

Mr. DAWES. Does it not appear in the re- 
port of the committee of investigation? 

Mr. GARFIELD. There was nothing in the 
report concerning the patent. ‘ 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not speak so much of the | 
reportas the evidence taken before the committee. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That is not involved in 
this case. 

Mr. DAWES. I thought the gentleman had | 
his own opinion on the subject. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have given my opinion. 

Mr. DAWES. What is the gentleman’s opin- | 
ion on the point I make, that the head of the 
bureau who makes the contract for printing is a 
part owner of the patent for the new kind of paper 
on which it is done. 

Mr. GARFIELD. If that statement is true it 
does not seem to me to be a proper arrangement. 
But that is not the question before the House. 1 
am ready at any time to be led into a general de- 
bate concerning this whole report. The subject be- 
fore the House is, shall we condemn in this bill 
the new mode of printing our public securities? 
Shall we condemn it here and now? 

Mr. DAWES. I say that it is pertinent to the 
gentleman’s argument that we shall limit this ap- | 
propriation, and stop the application of the money 
of the Treasury to experiments to be made under | 
the superintendence of the head of the bureau, so 
long as he acts in the double capacity of making 
the contract and owning the patent about which | 
the contract is made. 

Mr. MORRILL. I can yield no further for 
this discussion. I ask unanimousconsentto make | 
a correction. 

Mr. ROSS. I object. 


Mr. MORRILL. I move, then, an amendment. | 


I prefer to have my question 











When the proposition was adopted by which the There was no objection, and the amendment 


binding of the Congressional Globe was trans- || 


ferred to the Globe office, | moved a larger deduc- 
tion than should have been made. I want now 
to make the proper deduction of $18,600, so as 
to leave the appropriation $55,111 24; and on 
that amendment, and the bill and amendments, I 
call the previous question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof all the amendments recom- 
mended by the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, together with those offered 
in the House, were agreed to, with the excep- 
tion of those indicated below. 

Second amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole: 


On page 6, line one hundred and eleven, insert after the 
appropriation for the Congressional Globe the words : 

And to pay the publishers for binding the same, $48,800. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK. Debate is not in order 


strictly, but | ask unanimous consent to make a 


| remark or two. 


Leave was granted. 
Mr.A.W.CLARK. That appropriation, un- 


der a misapprehension of facts, was made greater 


| in amount than was necessary. That amount of 


appropriation covers both the printing and bind- 
ing. The Superintendent of Public Printing called 
upon me and stated that the appropriation was 
very much larger than was necessary to do the 
work at the Government printing office. The at- 


tention of the proprietors of the Globe was called | 


to the matter, and they informed me that the 
$48,800 covers the whole expense of printing and 
binding. The Public Printer desired me to state 
to the House that the expense of binding at the 
Government office was ninety cents a volume; and 
I find by taking these figures that the binding, as 
proposed at the Globe office, would cost perhaps 
one dollar avolume. The Public Printer also 
informs me that the facilities for binding in his 
office are entirely adequate to all the wants of the 
Government. He asks, therefore, that the bind- 
ing should be retained where it is now, and that 
this amount shoulg not be deducted from the item 
of the bill making appropriation for binding pub- 
lic documents. 

Mr. MORRILL. This amendment was intro- 
duced into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union witha statement that the Gov- 
ernment printing office was utterly unable to bind 
and deliver this work in proper season; that the 
volumes have been withheld ever since last ses- 
sion from members, and that they have not yet 
received them. ‘The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr. Ketvey] stated that the proprietors 
of the Globe were willing to bind these volumes 
for the same price that it cost at the Government 
office, and that they would deliver the work in 
ninety days after the close of each session. | 
have already offered an amendment diminishing 
the amountappropriated for binding public docu- 
ments by only $18,600, instead of $48,600. 

Mr. NOBLE. . | will remark that | made the 
statement that the Globe proprietors would do the 


work for the same price that it costat the Govern- | 


ment office, and thatthey would deliver the work 
in ninety days after the close of each session, and 
I made it by authority. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK, In reply to the gentle- 
man from Vermont [Mr. Morritx} | will state 


that the cost at the Government office is ninety | 


cents per volume; and that the Globe people pro- 
pose to do itatthesame price. ‘They authorized 
me to make that statement to the House. ‘The 
Public Printer is now delivering the entire set to 
the House. He has forwarded the binding with 


all his energy, and he says his facilities for bind- | 


ing are greater than that of any other establish- 


ment, aud asks that the work may remain where || 
One argument used upon the part of | 


it is now. 
the Globe office is the safe delivery of the Globes, 
The printing office is now held responsible for 
the same. ‘The work has been done well, and as 


promptly as it could have been done by any other | 


binding establishment in this city. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL. As this first amendment fails 
the other amendment on the same subject ought 


to fall with it. - L will withdraw my amendment | 


to diminish the sum appropriated for public print- 


ing by the amount of $18,600, if there be no ob- 
jection. 
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was withdrawn. 

The amendment recommended by the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, to diminish the amount appro- 
priated for public binding by $48,600, was also 
disagreed to. 

Sixteenth amendment: 


Strike out section two, as follows: 
ind be ut further enacted, That the compensation of the 


| Treasurer of the United States be, and the same is here- 











——— 


by, fixed at $6,000 per annum; the compensation of the 
Assistant Treasurer at New York at $6,000 per annum, and 
the salaries of the Assistant Treasurers at Philadelphia, 
Boston, and St. Louis, at $5,000 per annum each, to eom- 


| mence from the 4th day of March next; and the amount 


necessary to pay the same for the current and next fiscal 


| year be, and the same ts hereby, appropriated, out of any 


money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pro- 
vided, That the increased compensation authorized by this 
section shall continue in force for two years from the 4uh 
day of March next, and no longer. 

And insert in licu thereof the following: 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the compensa- 
tion of the ‘Treasurer of the United States be, and the same 
is hereby, fixed at $6,000 per annum; the compensation of 
the Assistant Treasurer at New York at $7,000 per annum, 
and the salaries of the Assistant Treasurers at Philadel- 
phia, Boston, and St. Louis, at $5,000 per annum each, to 
commence from the 4th day of Mareh next; and the amount 
necessary to pay the same for the current and next fiseal 
year be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pro- 
vided, ‘That the increased compensation authorized by this 
section shall continue in force for two years from the 4th 
day of March next, and no longer: and provided further, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed as in- 
creasing the annual compensation of the treasurer or the 
Mint, ex officio Assistant Treasurer of the United States 
at Philadeipbia, beyond §5,000 for his services as treas- 
urer of the Mint and as Assistant Treasurer. 


Mr. MORRILL. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


The next question recurred upon striking out 
the second section, as follows: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the compensa- 
tion of the ‘Treasurer of the United States be, and the same 
is hereby, fixed at $6,000 per annum; the compensation of 
the Assistant Treasurer at New York at $6,000 per annum, 
and the salaries of the Assistant Treasurers at Philadelphia, 
Boston, and St. Louis at $5,000 per annum each, to com- 
mence from the 4th day of Mareh next; and the amount 
necessary to pay the same for the current and next fiscal 
year be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pre- 
vided, That the increased compensation authorized by this 
section shall continue in force for two years from the 4th 
day of March next, and no longer. 


Mr. WILSON demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 39, not voting 65; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Ancona, Arnold, 
Ashley, Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, 
Biaine, Boutwell, Boyd, Broomall, W illiainG, Brown, Chan- 
ler, Clay, Cobb, Cole, Cox, Cravens, Dawes, Dawson, Deni- 
son, Dixon, Eckley, Eldridge, Finck, Ganson, Gooch, Grin- 
nell, Hale, Harrington, BenjaminG. Harris, Holman, Asahel 
W. Hubbard, John H. Uubbard. (ngersoll, Orlando Kellogg, 
Kernan, Lazear, Le Blond, Loan, Long, Mallory, Marcy, 
McClurg, McDowell, Middleton, Samuel F. Miller, Amos 
Myers, Noble, Norton, Orth, Perham, Perry, Price, Samuel 
J. Randall, William H. Randall, Edward H. Rolling, Ross, 
Schenck, Scofield, Sloan, Spalding, William G. Steele, 
Stiles, Strouse, Sweat, Townsend, Tracy, Wadsworth, 
Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wheeier, 


| Williams, Wilson, Windom, and Yeaman—78. 


NAYS—Messrs. Beaman, Blow, Brooks, Ambrose W. 
Clark, Coffroth, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Deming, 
Driggs, Eliot, Frank, Garfield, Hall, Hotchkiss, Jenckes, 
Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Knox, Littlejohn, 
Longyear, McAllister, McBride, Moorhead, Morrill, James 
R. Morris, Leonard Myers, Charles O'Neil, Pike, Alex- 
ander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Scott, Shannon, Smithers, 
Stuart, Thayer, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, and Wilder—39. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. 
Allen, Anderson, Baily, Blair, Bliss, Brandegee, James 8. 
Brown, Freeman Clarke, Thomas 'T’. Davis, Dounelly, 
Dumont, Eden, Edgerton, English, Farnsworth, Grider, 
Griswold, Harding, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, 
Hooper, Hulburd, Hutchins, Philip Johnson, William Joln- 


| son, KalbfleischPKasson, King, Knapp, Law, Marvin, Me- 


Indoe, McKinney, William H. Miller, Danie! Morria, Mor- 
risor, Nelson, Odell, John O'Neill, Patterson, Pendleton, 
Pomeroy, Pruyn, Radford, Robinson, Rogers, James 8, 
Rollins, Smith, Starr, Jobu B. Steele, Stevens, Thomas, 
Voorhces, Ward, Webster, Whaley, Chilton A. White, Jo- 
seph W. White, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, Fernando 
Wood, Woodbridge, and Worthington—6o. 


So the second section of the bill was struck out. 

Pending the roll-call, 

Mr. COBB stated that his colleague, Mr. Me- 
Inpor, was confined to his room by illness, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH stated that hie was paired 
off with Mr. Stevens. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK stated that his colleague, 
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Mr. Hexnvrn, had been called home by sickness 
in his family. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the second section of the bill was struck 
out; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- | 


cordingly read the third time. 
Mr. MORRILL moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered; and under the operation 
of the previous question the bill was passed. 
Mr. MORRILL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


SECOND ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR. 
Mr. DEMING. 


have taken from the Speaker’s table and referred 
the bill of the Senate authorizing the President 
to appoint a Second Assistant Secretary of War. 

There being no objection, an act (S. No. 385) 
authorizing the President to appoint a Second 


BURSTING OF NAVAL GUNS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from the 
Secretary ofthe Navy, transmitting, in compliance 
with a resolution of the House of the 5th instant, 
a report in regard to the bursting of guns on board 


| the vessels of the United States fleet in the bom- 
_bardment of Fort Fisher; which was referred to 


the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


THANKS FOR THE CAPTURE OF FORT FISHER. 
Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, re- 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ported from the Committee on Military Affairs, | 


with an amendment, jointresolution (S.R. No. 98) 
tendering the thanks of Congress to Major Gen- 
eral Alfred H. Terry, and the officers and men 


'! under his command, for their gallantry and good | 
| conduct in the recent capture of Fort Fisher. 


I ask unanimous consent to | 


Assistant Secretary of War, was taken from the | 


Speaker’s table, read afirst and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
GUNBOATS ON THE LAKES. 

Mr. COX. I ask unanimous consent to have 
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred the 
joint resolution of the Senate terminating the 
treaty as to gunboats on the lakes. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
referred to was taken from the Speaker’s table, 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


PROPOSITION TO ADJOURN OVER. 
Mr. HOLMAN, 


now adjourn. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. Imovethat when the 
House adjourns to-day itadjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next. 

Phe question was taken, and the motion was 
not agreed to, 


RAILROAD GRANTS IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. WINDOM. J ask unanimous consent to 
introduce for reference a bill extending the time 
for the completion of certain land-grant railroads 
in Minnesota, and for other purposes. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now insist on my motion 
to adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon, (at 
twenty-five minutes past four, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


I move that the House do 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, January 20, 1865. 
The House met attwelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


CANCELING POSTAGE STAMPS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Post- 
master General on the subject of a patent for can- 
celing and marking the stamps used by the Post 
Office Department; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THB SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
their Secretary, informed the House that the Sen- 


* 


Prayer 


ate had passed an act (S. No. 212Pfor the relicf || 


of Henry A. Brigham, in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested. 


TRADE WITH CANADA. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in com- 


pliance with a resolution of the House of Decem- 
ber 20, 1864, a report of what goods have been 


On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, the House pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of the joint resolu- || 
tion; which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the thanks of Congress are hereby pre- 
sented to Major General Altred I. Terry, and to the officers 
and men under his command, tor the unsurpassed gallantry 
and skill exhibited by them in the attack upon Fort Fisher, 
and the brilliant and decisive victory by which that import 


| ant work has been captured from the rebel forces and placed 








|| in the possession and under the authority of the United 


States, and for their long and faithful service and unwaver- 
ing devotion to the cause of the country in the midst of the 
greatest difficulties and dangers. 

And be it further resolved, ‘That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he hereby is, requested to communicate 
this resolution to Major General Terry, and through him to 


| the officers and soldiers under his command. 


The amendment proposed by the Committee on 


Military Affairs was to insert in the fourth line, | 


before the word ‘* major,’’ the word * brevet.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be read a 
third time. It was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 1 move to amend the title 
by inserting before the word ** major’’ the word 
‘* brevet.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the vote 





J anuary | 20, 


appointed me a member of the special committee 
charged with the duty of investigating certain 
charges against a member of the House. I feel 
it my duty to ask to be excused from service on 
that committee. I do not believe it will be possible 


| forme to devote to the matter that attention which 


will probably be necessary. 
There was no objection; and Mr. ALLEN was 
excused. 


MERCHANTS EXCHANGE, NEW YORK. 


Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means 
@ joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury to give the necessary notice stipulated 
of the intention of the United States to purchase 
the building knownas the Merchants’ Exchange, 
New York city, now used for custom-house pur- 
poses. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time; and on motion of Mr. Stevens the House 


|| proceeded to its consideration. 





by which the joint resolution Was passed; and also | 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TILL MONDAY. 

Mr.SCHENCK. I move that when the House 
adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope the gentleman will 
not press that motion at this time. 

a, SCHENCK. I withdraw the motion for 
the present. 


THANKS OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL THOMAS. 


Mr. GARFIELD, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs a joint resolution expressive of the thanks 
of the American people to Major General George 
H. Thomas and the army under his command, 
with an amendment in the form of a substitute. 

On motion of Mr. GARFIELD, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the joint resolution; 
which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the American people are 
eminently due, and are hereby tendered, to General Thomas 
and the army under hiscommand for their brilliant courage 
and endurance, which resulted in the defeat of the rebel 
army under Hood, and the expulsion of the enemy from the 
State of Tennessce. 

The amendment proposed by the Committee 
on Military Affairs was to strike out all after the 
word ‘* resolved,’’ and insert the following: 

That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby tend- 
ered, to Major General George H. Thomas, and the officers 
and soldiers under his command, for their skill and daunt- 
less courage, by which the rebel army under General Hood 
was signally deteated and driven trom the State of Ten- 
nessee, 


The amendment was adopted. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed 


| for a third reading; and being engrossed, it was 
_ accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the joint resolution was passed; and | 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | 





permitted to pass from the United States through || 
Canada and again into the United States, &c.; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


EXCUSED FROM COMMITTEE SERVICE. 
Mr. J.C. ALLEN. | learn from the reading 
of the Journal this morning that the Speaker has 


, 





It authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to 
| give notice to the owners of the building in New 
York city known as the Merchants’ Exchange, 
and occupied as a custom-house, of the intention 
of the United States to purchase the same for the 
sum of $1,000,000, in accordance with the terms 
stipulated in the existing lease of the property to 
the Government. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
| Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the resolution was passed; and also 
| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


| Mr. STEVENS. House bill No. 598, making 
appropriations for the consular and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1866, has been returned from 
the Senate with a few amendments, and we do not 
think it worth while to have them referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. Ll ask that they 
be taken up and concurred in. 

There was no objection, and the bill and 
amendments were taken up. 


First amendment of the Senate: 


In the following, before the word *‘ Mexico” insert the 
words ** republie of :” 

For salaries of envoys extraordinary, ministers, and com- 
missioners of the United States at Great Britain, France, 
Russia, Prussia, Spain, Austria, Brazil, Mexico, China, 
ttaly, Chili, Peru, Portugal, Switzerland, Rome, Belgium, 
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Turkey, New Grenada, Bo- 
livia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Sand- 
wich Islands, Costa Rica, Honduras, Argentine Confedera- 
tion, Paraguay, Japan, and Salvador, $308,500. 

Mr. COX. If there be a perfect concurrence in 
that amendment I have nothing to say; otherwise 
I should like to have the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STEVENS. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in, 


Second amendment: 


Strike out “ St. Lambert and Longueuil’? from the list 
of consulates, schedule B. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Third amendment: 
In the following, increase the appropriation from $5,000 





|| to $20,000 : 


| 
| 
| 


lor expenses incurred under instructions from the Sec- 
retary of State, in bringing home from foreign countries 
| persons charged with crime, and expenses incident thereto, 


|| 35,000, 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


| Fourth amendment: 


Add at the end of the bill: 
For expenses of the commission to run and mark the 
boundary line between the United States and the British 
| possessions bounding on Washington Territory, $13,250. 
| The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 
| The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the votes 
| by which the amendments were concurred in; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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WAGON ROAD. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


{| 








tricts of Missouri combined; and the salary of the 


Mr. WALLACE, by unanimous consent, in- || judge is $3,000 per annum. 


troduced a bill to construct a wagon road from | 
Lewiston, in the Territory of Idaho, to Virginia | 
City, in the Territory of Montana; which was read 


a first and second time, and referred to the Com-*|, 


mittee on Public Lands. 


LAND GRANT TO MICHIGAN. 
Mr. UPSON, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


| 
' 
| 


duced a bill to amend an act entitled ‘An act to || 


amend theact makinga grant of alternate sections 
of public lands to the State of Michigan, to aidin | 
the construction of certain railroads in said State, | 
and for other purposes;’? which was read a first | 


and second time, and referred to the Committee on | 
Public Lands. 


PROSECUTIONS FOR LIBEL. 


Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
House bill No. 692, in reference to prosecutions 
for libel in the District of Columbia, with a sub- 
stitute. 

The substitute was read, as follows: 

That in all prosecutions or indictments for libe) insti- 
tuted, or which may hereafter be instituted, in the District 
of Columbia, the truth thereof may be given in evidence 
under the general issue as a justification of the alleged 
libel; and if itappear that the matter charged as libelous was 
true, and was written or published with good motives and 
for justifiable ends, the detendant shall be acquitted. 


The substitute was adopted. The bill, as 
amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read 


a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 





Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


WESTERN DISTRICT COURT OF MISSOURI. 


Mr. KING, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported back House 
bill No. 631, to provide for holding courts in the 
western district of Missouri, and prescribing the 
times thereof, with an amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


That hereafter the judges of the eastern and western dis- | 
tricts of the United States courts for the district of Missouri, | 


in the manner now provided by law. 


Mr. HOLMAN. The titledid not indicate the 
purpose of the bill and amendment. It simply 


— for the holding of the courts, otherwise || 


should have objected to its introduction. | ob- 
ject to the reporting of an amendment to a bill 
changing materially its character. 

The SPEAKER. The objection comes too 
ate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The title does not express 
the character of the bill. 

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, if the House agree 
to the amendment of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary it is competent to amend the title of the bill. 
I admit that the title does not exactly correspond 
to the bill as amended. 

1 will remark that the present salaries of these 
judges is $2,500. I know that there is great ob- 
jection to increasing salaries, but | also know that 
they have been increased during this session in 
one or two instances under precisely the same 
circumstances, ‘There are two places of holding 
the district courtof the United States in Missouri 
atthistime. This bill proposes to provide a third 
place, St. Louis. The judge that held that court, 
if he should, as he has done heretofore, reside at 
Jefferson City, will be two hundred miles from St. 
Louis; and if he undertakes to get there by rail- 
road communication he will be three hundred 
miles. 

The business in the western district of Missouri | 
] am sure will increase very much, as it has in- | 
creased in the eastern district. The present sal- | 
ary is wholly inadequate, and therefore I ask the 
adoption of the amendment proposed by the Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It will be remembered that 
there are two judicial districts in Missouri, and 
that this provides for the salary of the two judges, 
$3,000 each, $2,500 being the present salary. 1 | 
trust'the House will not increase this salary to | 
the extent proposed. The State which I have the | 
honor in part to represent constitutes one judicial 
district, and has as much business as the two dis- 





| reply. 


| 
| 











| below that which a lawyer, qualified for the high 
| position of judge, is entitled to receive. 


| state that the judge of the southern district of 


It seems to me that this precedent should not 


| be established now, and therefore | move thatthe 


amendment—if that will not carry the bill with 
it—be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. That would carry the bill 
with it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I move that the bilkbe 
recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KING. I would like to say one word in 
I do not know how the gentleman arrives 
at the information that the State of Indiana has 
as much judicial business as the two districts of 
Missouri. I am sure I have not that informa- 
tion, and I do not know how he gets it; but I do 
know that the business of the eastern district of 
Missouri, at St. Louis, has increased fourfold of 
late, and the prospects are that it will continue to 
increase. The present rate of high living, the 
amount of tax which is taken off of salaries, the 
depreciation of the currency, and the appreciation 
of everything else, really puts the present salary 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I did not 
hear the amendment read, but [ understand that 
it is a proposition to increase the salaries of the 
judges of thetwo districts of Missouri $500 each. 
{ am opposed to that proposition,as | am to all 
propositions for increasing salaries. | am op- 
posed to it upon the ground, first, that the Treas- 
‘ury is in no condition to pay increased salaries; 
and secondly, that if we are to make any increase 
of salaries, the increase should be general. I will 


I!linois—a district which has a great deal of busi- 
ness, and which has increased largely since the 
breaking out of this rebellion—has only a salary 
of $2,500; and if there be any justice in increas- 
ing the salary of these two judges of Missouri, 
the salary of the judge of the southern district 
of Illinois should also be increased. 
to that, too. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My information that the 
judicial business of the State of Indiana is equal 
to that of the two judicial districts of Missouri is 
based upon the population of the two States and 


But I object 


| the extent of their maritime jurisdiction. I admit 
shall each receive asa salary the sum of $3,000, to be paid 1} 


that in the eastern district of Missouri, owing to 
the position of a large city there, the business is 
larger than in any one locality in my own State; 
but | know that the business of the whole State 
is equal to that of the two districts of Missouri. 
3ut inasmuch as the bill is unobjectionable, ex- 
cept so far as the amendment is concerned, I will 
withdraw my motion to recommit; and with a 
view of allowing the House to take a vote upon 
the amendment | demand the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put; and under 
the operation thereof the amendment was not 
agreed to. The bill was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
It was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. KING moved that the vote by which the 
bill was passed be reconsidered; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


THANKS OF CONGRESS TO ADMIRAL PORTER. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, by unanimous 
consent, reported back from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, a joint resolution (S. R. No. 99) tendering 
the thanks of Congress to Rear Admiral David 
D. Porter, and to the officers, petty officers, sea- 
men, and marines under his command, for their 
gallantry and good conduct in the recent capture 
of Fort Fisher. 

The resolution was ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 


| and passed. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the joint resolution was 


passed ; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ADVANCE OF NAVAL RANK, 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to take from the 
Speaker’s table bill of the House No. 607, to pro- 
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Navy and Marine corps for distinguished merit, 
which has been returned from the Senate with 
an amendment. ‘ 


No objection being made, the bill was taken up, 


and the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in, as follows: 


In section one, line five, strike out the word “ fifty’ and 
insert “thirty ;°? so that the clause will read: 

That any otficerof the Navy or Marine corps, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, may be advanced not 
exceeding thirty numbers in rank, &c. 








Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the amendment of the 
Senate was concurred in; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TRADE WITH THB REBEL STATES. 


Mr. DRIGGS. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following preamble and 
resolution: 


Whereas it is reported that one G. N. Lane, of Baltt- 
more, received a permitin December last from H. A. Risley, 
chief agent of the Treasury, to proceed to North Carotina 


and exchange provisions with the rebels for cotton: There- 
fore, 


Resolved, That the committee on the conduct of the war 
be instructed to inquire into the facts, and to report to this 
House whether there is any authority vested in the Treas 
ury Department to give the right to any one to furnish the 
rebels with supplies from our lines; and if not, to report 
such a bill or resolution as may be necessary to bring the 
guilty to justice and to protect the interests of the Govern- 
ment in the future, or to take such other action as may be 
deemed proper to secure the object in view. 

Mr. STEVENS. I suggest to the gentleman 
that he modify his resolution by inserting the 
word ‘ alleged’’ before ** facts.’’ 

Mr. DRIGGS. 1 will accept that modifica- 
tion. 

Mr. DAWES. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man from Michigan that the committee on the 
conduct of the war is already so overwhelmed 
with business that he had better refer this sub- 
ject to some other committee. I do not know 
what standing committee would be the proper 
one, but I am in favor of the investigation. 

Mr. DRIGGS. It is suggested to me that the 
matter be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and | will so modify my resolution as to 
| refer it to that committee. 

Mr. DAWES. It occurs to me that the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary would be a better com- 
mittee, but I do not wish to interfere with the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. DRIGGS. I modify my resolution so as 
to refer the matter to the Committee on Com- 
merce, instead of to the committee on the con- 
| duct of the war. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Michigan and to the House that the 
Committee on Military Affairs are now investi- 
gating this whole subject of trade with insurrec- 
tionary districts, 

Mr. DRIGGS. I think the Committee on Com- 


merce is the proper committee to examine into 
this subject. 


| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There is no 
use in referring this subject to the Committee on 
Commerce or any other committee, unless you 
| arm the committee with some authority to ex- 
amine the matter. I suggest to tHe gentleman 
that he add to his resolution the words, ** with 
power to send for persons and papers.”’ 
Mr. DRIGGS. I accept that modification. 
The resolution as modified was then agreed to. 
Mr. DRIGGS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


FRANKLIN INSURANCE COMPANY. 
Mr. STEELE, of New York. I ask the 


unanimous consent of the House to take from 
the Speaker’s table, for the purpose of putting it 
upon its passage at this time, bill of the Senate 
No. 384, to amend an act entitled ‘An act to 
amend and extend the charter of the Franklin 
Insurance Company,’’ approved March 2, 1838. 
No objection being made, the bill was taken 
up and read a first and second time. It proposes 
to extend and continue in force the amendatory 
act recited for twenty years from the 9th day of 
| April, 1858, the time at which such amendatory 
act expired, and legalize the acts of the company 
between the period when said act expired and 


| 
| 





vide for an advance of rank to officers of the || the date of this act. 
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Mr. WILSON. I suggest to the gentleman 
from New York that this bill ought to go to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. I would state 
to the gentleman from lowa that it is simply an 
extension of the charter of this insurance com- 
pany. The charter expired by a mistake, and | 
cannot conceive that anybody can have any ob- 
jection to the bill. The District Committee in the 
Senate reported it unanimously, and it passed the 
Senate unanimously. 

Mr. WILSON. Has the Committee for the 
District of Columbia of this House passed on this 
bill? 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. We have not 
considered it, but [do not think there is any neces- 
sity for its reference. This company has been in 
existence for forty years in Washington. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. 
it necessary to refer it. 

Mr. WILSON, 
amined by the committee, if they have notalready 
examined it, 


1 do not think 


I think it had better be ex- | 


Mr. Witson’s motion was agreed to; and the | 
bill was accordingly referred to the Committee for | 


the District of Columbia. 
UNITED STATES COURTS IN VIRGINIA. 
Mr. BOUTWELL, by unanimous consent, re- 
epee back from the Committee on the Judiciary 


nll of the LLouse No. 664, for changing the time || 


of holding the circuit courts in the district of Vir- 
ginia, wilh an amendment in the nature of a sub- 
Blilute, 

‘The substitute was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, 

Mr. BOUTWELL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed ; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


OATH OF OFFICE, 


Mr, BOUTWELL also, by unanimous con- 
sent, and from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported back, without amendment, bill of the 
Senate No, 72, supplementary to an act entitled 
*An act to preseribe an oath of office, and for 
other purposes,’’ approved July 2, 1s62. 

The bill provides that no person, after the date 
of this act, shall be admitted to the bar of the 
Supreme Court of the United’ States, or at any 
time after the 4th of March next be admitted to 
the bar of any circuit court or district court of 
the United States, or the Court of Claims, as an 
attorney or counselor, or be allowed to appear 
by virtue of any previous admission, or any spe- 
cial powers of attorney, unless he first takes and 
subscribes the oath prescribed in the ‘act to pre- 
scribe an oath of office,’’ approved July 2, 1862, 
which said oath so taken a subscribed shall be 


preserved among the files of such court, and that || 


any person Who shall falsely take said oath shall 
be guilty of perjury, and, on conviction, be liable 
to the pains and penalues of perjury, and the ad- 
ditional pains and penalties prescribed in the said 
act. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and was 
passed by a vote of—ayes 66, noes 26. 

Mr. BOUTWELL moyed to reconsider the 
vote by Which the bill was passed; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. BOUTWELL, also by unan- 
imous consent, the Committee on the Judiciary 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
bill of the House No. 578, prescribing an oath of 
loyalty to all persons practicing law in any of the 
States declared to be in rebellion, and the same 
was laid on the table. 


TESTIMONY IN UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of New York, by unanimous 
consent, submitted the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
etructed to inquire whether it is not expedient to enact 
further laws providing for perpetuating testimony of wit- 





| the following resoludon; which was read, con- 


nesses and taking the testimony of witnesses de hene esse 
in the Supreme Court and in the circuit courts of the 
United States, and report by bill or otherwise. 


WILLIAM HANCOCK. 


Mr. TRACY, by unanimous consent, intro- |; 
duced a bill for the relief of William Hancock; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


HUNDRED-DAY REGIMENTS. 


Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form this House on what terms and understanding men were 
accepted from Ohio and other States during the year 1864, | 
to serve in the Army for one hundred days, and whether | 
there exists any reason why credit should not be given on 
any draft to be made to the several States or districts which 
furnished these men, .u proportion to their terins of service. 


COMMUTATION ILLEGALLY PAID. 


Mr. NOBLE, by unanimous consent, offered 


sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form this House why the amounts paid for commutation by 
persous who were declared to have been illegally drafted, | 
on a supplemeutary draft made after the 4th of July last, on 
a call made prior to that date, have not been refunded to 
them. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 
Mr. HALE. Lask the Chair whether the regu- 
lar order of business to-day is not the considera- 
tion of private bills, 


The SPEAKER. It would be ‘if the House | 


| had not, by a suspension of the rules, made the | 
| loan bill a special order. 


Mr. HALE. I suggest, then, that next Friday | 
be set apart for the consideration of private busi- 
nessexclusively. We have had noday atall this 
session for that business. 1 ask unanimous con- 
sent for this proposition, 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United | 
States, by Mr. Nicoray, his Private Secretary, 


announced that the President had approved and 


| poses,’’ approved March 25, 1864. 








signed an act (H. R. No. 203) for the relief of | 
Jacob Weber; and | 
Anact (H.R. No. 625) toamend an act entitled 
** Anact to provide for carrying the mails from the 
United States to foreign ports, and for other pur- 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


Mr. STEVENS. [ now insist upon the special 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The special order is the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 677) to amend 
anact entitled **An act to provide waysand means 


| for the support of the Government, and for other 


purposes,’’ approved June 30, 1864. 
The Chair will state that this bill is made 
special order in Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union, and it will require unanimous 


consent to consider it in the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suppose there will be no 
objection to considering the bill in the House as 
ifin Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union subject to the same rules. 

The SPEAKER, Is there any objection to 
that proposition ? 

Mr. SPALDING. IL object. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the | 
Whoie on the state of the Union, (Mr. Sparp- 
iNG in the chair,) and proceeded to the consider- 
ation, as a special order, of a bill (H. R. No. 677) 
to amend an act entitled ** An act to provide ways 
and means for the support of the Government, 
and for other purposes,’’ approved June 30, 1864. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

That in lieu of any bonds authorized to be issued by the 
first section of the act entited “ An actto provide ways 
and means for the support of the Government,” approved 


June 30, 1864, that may remain unsold at the date of this 
act, the Secretary of the Treasury may issue, under the 





character authorized by the second section of said act: 
Provided, That the whole amount of bonds authorized as 
aforesaid, and Treasury notes issued and to be issued in 


1} 
authority of said act, Treasury notes of the description and | 
| 
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lieu thereof, shall not exceed the sum of $400,000,000 ; and 
such Treasury notes may be disposed of for lawtul money, 
or for any other ‘Treasury notes or certificates of indebted- 
ness Or certificates of deposit issued under any previous 
act of Congress ; and such notes shall be exempt from tax- 
ation by or under State or municipal authority. 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That any bonds known 


| as five-twenties, issued under the acto! 25th February, 1862 
| remaining unsold to an amount not exceeding $4,000,000, 


may be disposed of by the Secretary of the Treasury in the 
United States, or, if he shall find it expedient, in Europe, 
at any time, on such terms as he may deem most advisa- 
ble. And the Secretary of the Treasury is further author- 
ized to issue bonds of the description issued under the au- 


| thority of the act of 22d June, 1860, in pursuance of the 


notice for * proposals jorloan,’? dated 8th September, 1860, 
to subscribers to that loan for the one per cent. depos- 


| ited under said notice and not repaid: Provided, That the 


bonds so issued shall bear not more than five per cent. 
interest: And provided further, That fractional amounts 
may be repaid in lawful money of the United States. 


Mr. BROOKS. I desire to ask the chairman of 


| the Committee of Ways and Means for some ex- 


| itproperly. 


planation of this bill. ‘The act itself, as it reads, is 
somewhat blind, and it requires a good deal of 
study in connection with other laws to understand 
I think that the Flouse and country 


| willbe much obliged to the chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means if he will put it in 


| English. Ido not mean to say that the bill is not 





English, but if he will translate the act into mer- 
cantile language, so that every one will be able 
to understand it, it will be very desirable. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Chairman, it will be rec- 


| ollected that by the act of 30th June last Congress 


authorized the issue of a loan of $400,000,000, 
half of which the Secretary had a right to issue 
in seven-thirties, as they are called. He has gone 
on and issued to within sixty or seventy million 
dollars of that amount. 

Mr. BROOKS. Making about how much is- 
sued? 

Mr. STEVENS. About $130,000,000 issued. 
They seem to be a favorite form of loan. The 
Secretary is of opinion that if the whole $400,- 
000,000 authorized by the act of June 30, 1864, 
were to be issued in this shape, it would be more 
acceptable than in the form of bonds; and he has 
requested the same permission for the one $200,- 
000,000 that he has for the other. There is about 
$130,000,000 of that loan still undisposed of in any 
torm; and the Secretary of the Treasury desires 
authority to issue that amount on the same princi- 
ple on which he issued the seven-thirties. That is 
all that this bill proposes. But lest he might is- 
sue under this authority some legal-tender notes, 
interest-bearing, the Committee of Ways and 
Means has instructed me to offer at the end of the 
bill a further proviso that this act shall not be so 
construed as to give any authority for the issue 
of any legal-tender notes in any form beyond the 
umount heretofore authorized by law. We 
thought that, taking the two acts together, it 
might be doubtful whether the Secretary of the 
Treasury would not have that power unless we 
put in this proviso. We had no idea that he in- 
tended to do this; but,as the power might possi- 
bly exist, we deemed it best to insert the proviso, 

Mr. KERNAN. Dol understand thatthe See- 
retary of the Treasury has issued the $200,000,000 
of notes provided for by the act of June 30, 1864? 

Mr. STEVENS. e has issued them in the 
shape of seven-thirty notes. 

Mr. KERNAN. Are notthose notes, of which 
the second section of this bill proposes to allow 
him to issue $130,000,000 more, a legal tender to 
every extent except that they cannot be used in 
the redemption of the currency used by the Uni- 
ted States banks? 

Mr. STEVENS. None of them are legal tend- 


ers. In that law authority was given to the Sec- 


| retary of the Treasury to make those that were 


payable at maturity a legal tender for their face. 
Mr. KERNAN. | Precisely. 
Mr. STEVENS. But no partor that has been 
executed; and by this proviso we propose to re- 


| strain that power and not allow him to maké 


them legal tenders. 
Mr. KERNAN. Those issued, as I under- 
stand, are not made payable at maturity? 
Mr. STEVENS. No, sir; none of them. 
Mr. ALLEY. As I understand this matter, 


/ no additional loan is to be created by this bill. It 


simply propyane to change the form of the five- 
twenty loan to a seven-thirty loan. That is the 


| sum and substance of the whole proposition, Am 


I right? 
Mr. STEVENS. That is exactly what it is 
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intended to effect, with the further restraint which 
I have already mentioned. 

Mr. ALLEY. I understand further that no 
part of this loan is intended to be a legal tenderin 
any shape. 

Mr. STEVENS. It cannot be if we pass the 
amendment proposed. No partof ithas yet been 
issued in that form, and we do not intend to allow 
it to be. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I desire to ask whether or 
not this issue is intended to be in the form of notes 
calculated for circulation? 

Mr. STEVENS. It is intended to be in the 
form of seven-thirty notes, precisely in that form. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I wish toask also whether 
the $200,000,000 authorized by the act of June, 
1864, are not now circulating to a considerable 
extent as currency? 

Mr. STEVENS. I have no knowledge onthat 
subject. They have been issued probably in the 
shape of bonds with coupons. ‘They may circu- 
late in the same way as promissory notes do. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Fass no provision in the 
law requiring them to be canal with coupons. 
May they not be issued under the law as com- 

ound-interest-bearing notes, such as are really 
in circulation? 

Mr.STEVENS. No, sir; because by this pro- 
viso we propose to restrain the Secretary of the 
Treasury in that respect. 

Mr. BROOMALL. The gentleman does not 
exactly understand my question. 

Mr. STEVENS. ‘There are notes running for 
three years, which bear compound interest, and 
are a legal tender for their face. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Are there not also in cir- 
culation similar notes, made a legal tender, but 
bearing interest compounded at six per cent.? 

Mr. STEVENS. I have not seen any. I have 
no knowledge of them. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Is there anything in the 
law that prevents these notes from being issued 
simply in the shape of the compound-interest 
notes now in circulation, and without coupons? 

Mr. STEVENS. As] stated before, the object 
of the proviso is to prevent that. 

Mr. ype a ay The proviso, if I under- 
stand the genfleman aright, provides that they 
shall not be made a legal tender. I also under- 
stand the gentleman to say that the presentissue, 
the $200,000,000, are not made legal tenders; that 
the Secretary of the Treasury did not see proper 
to exercise the power given to make them a legal 
tender. Am I right? 

Mr. STEVENS. You are right. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Then the $130,000 ,000 will 
be precisely like the present six per cent. com- 
pound-interest-bearing notes in circulation, lack- 
ing the element of legal tender? 

Mr. STEVENS. - No six per cent. compound- 
interest-bearing notes have been issued under this 
law; they have been issued under the law of 1862. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I wish to inquire of my 
colleague [Mr. Stevens] whether under that act 
and the amendment he proposes the Secretary of 
the Tréasury will not still have the power to issue 
about $70,000,000 more of legal-tender notes than 
have been issued hitherto? 

Mr.STEVENS. We do not interfere with the 
first $200,000,000, but we do interfere with the 
balance, which we are now providing for. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. My inquiry is this: if we 
pass this bill, then, with the proviso which the 
gentleman has proposed, will not the Secretary 
have the power to add to the volume of the legal- 
tender notes now in existence some $70,000,000? 

Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman means by 


legal-tender notes compound-intesest-bearing 
notes. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I mean the notes to pay 


duties, and which are usually known as legal- 
tender notes. 


Mr.STEVENS. There is an express limit to 
the legal-tender notes of $450,000,000. That is 


the law now. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. There are about $70,000,000 
of notes which may be issued under this act, and 
when we authorize the Secretary to issue them 
in the form of seven-thirties he will then have 
power to make them legal-tender notes under the 
two acts, notwithstanding the proviso. 

Mr. STEVENS. No, sir. 

Mr.SCOFIELD. Thenstrike out all after the 
word “ for,’’ in the proviso, and say that he shall 
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not have power to issue any more legal-tender | 
notes in any form. 

Mr. MORRILL. Willthe gentleman yield to || 
me for a moment? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, I will state 
to the committee what! understand to be the pre- 
cise facts in connection with this matter. The 
Committee of Ways and Means do not propose 
to give to the Secretary any power to issue any 
legal-tender notes by the bill now before the com- 
mittee. They do not propose to repeal any au- | 
thority he now has in relation to that matter. | 
Under the first section of that act that power is 
not yetexhausted, and the gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania is correct in supposing that there is sull 
the option on the part of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue some sixty or seventy million 
dollars more. We do not propose to interfere 
with the law as it now sane upon the statute- 
book. That is considered by the Secretary of the 
Treasury as exceedingly useful in the negotiation 
of loans as it now stands. So far it has only been 
used to issue compound-interest-bearing notes to 
take up previous notes issued bearing five percent. 
interest. There have been no legal-tender notes 
issued, as I understand, under thisact—not a dol- 
lar. We propose now simply to give authority to 
the Secretary to issue seven-thirty bonds or notes, 
as you may choose to call them, to the extent of 
$200,000,000. That is all there is of it, more or 
less. 

Mr.PIKE. I wish to move an amendment to 
the first section of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is entitled to the floor. 

Mr.STEVENS. I think that there is yet un- 
exhausted, under the law giving to the Secretary 
of the Treasury the right to issue seven-thirty || 
bonds, $70,000,000, and some $130,000,000 under 
the other. Under that section no legal-tender note || 
in any shape, no compound-interest-bearing note, | 
has been issued. They haveall been issued sim- | 
ply in the form of seven-thirty bonds. | 

Mr. BROOMALL. Let me call the gentleman’s 
attention to the law. 

Mr. STEVENS. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I find in the act of Con- | 
gress which this bill proposes to alter these 
words: 

“And the said Treasury notes may be disposed of by the | 
Secretary of the Treasury on the best terns that can be 
obtained, for lawful money ; and such of them as shall be 
made payable, principal and interest, at maturity, shall be 
a legal tender to the same extent as United States notes for 
their face value, excluding interest, and may be paid to any 
creditor of the United States at their face value, excluding 
interest, or to any creditor willing to receive them at par, 
excluding interest; and any Treasury notes issued under 
the authority of this act may be made convertible, at the 
discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, into any bonds 
issued under the authority of this act.’ 
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How does the gentleman get over the provision 
of law making them legal tender? 

Mr. STEVENS. They are only legal tender 
when they are made payable at certain times; and 
it is so expressed on their face. None of them 
have been issued, nota dollar. They have issued 
seven-thirty bonds, and none have been issued 
under the other power contained in that law. 

Mr. PIKE. If the gentleman will allow me, I 
will offer an amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 will hear the amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

And provided further, That the Treasury notes hereby | 


authorized shall be three-year notes with coupons, and | 
mzy be convertible into bonds of the United States. 


Mr. STEVENS. I cannot agree to that, be- | 
cause he may wish to issue one ortwo year notes. 
I think that discretion should not be taken away 
from the Secretary; but we do propose to take 
omer from him the power of making the notes a 
legal tender. 

_Mr. PRICE. I am not particular about the 
time. I only wish to obviate the difficulty which 
exists in the minds of some gentlemen upon this 
floor, and therefore my proviso was designed to 
fix the fact that the notes shall be coupon notes, 
and shall stand upon the same footing as the cou- 
pon notes now authorized to be issued under ex- 
isting acts. Iam not particular about the time, 
whether it be one, two, or three years; but I de- | 
sire to fix the fact that they shall be coupon notes; | 
because it is no secret that these notes are in- || 
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objection which exists in the minds of gentlemen, 
I presume the bill will pass without any objection. 
Mr. PIKE. I desire to offer an amendment. 
Mr. STEVENS. I desire to say what! have 
to present, and then I will yield the floor to others. 
The Secretary of the Treasury is of opinion that 


| he ought to be left the same discretion which the 


former Secretary had, and he says it aids him 
very much in making loans. He is enabled with 
it to make loans when otherwise he could not; 


| but the committee, so far as the $200,000,000 are 


concerned, are not willing to leave him quite that 
discretion. They have not thought proper to in- 
terfere with him in executing the law as it now 
stands. We did not think it expedient to do so. 


| But it is well known that all notes he has issued 
| have been issued in the shape I have mentioned. 
| No one of them has been a compound note, or a 


legal tender. But asl said before, as we are en- 


| larging the authority of the Secretary, it seems 


right to restrain, so far as we choose to do so, his 
power in regard to issuing legal-tender notes. 
These notes are not intended as banking cap- 
ital. I never heard of their being the foundation 
of banking capital. They are not of the kind 
used for that purpose. Registered bonds have to 
be used, and if others are offered they are not 
received, but are required to be converted into 
registered bonds, So I think there can be no 


| kind of difficulty about this. As my colleague 


[Mr. Morritt] has said, we do not propose to 
change the present law in regard to the seven- 
thirties; but when we give further power to issue 
seven-thirties we do propose to restrain the Sec- 
retary more than he isnow. If the House does 
not think proper to give him the discretion to con- 
vert these bonds into seven-thirties, they will say 
80. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out the last clause of the bill. 

Mr. PIKE. That is what I sought the floor 
to do. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman will 


|| yet have an opportunity to present his views. | 


move to amend by striking out the last clause, as 
follows: 

And such notes shall be extmpt from taxation, by or 
under State or municipal authorities. 

I do not see how we can well avoid conferring 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury the authority 
sought to be obtained by this section. I under- 
stand that the only effect is that whatever may 
remain of the $200,000,000 authorized by the act 
referred to, may be issued in the form of bonds 
or Treasury notes, bearing interest not to exceed 
seven and three tenths per cent., and having a 
period of not more than three years to run. What- 
ever gentlemen may say upon the subject, it is 
under this authority that the Secretary of the 
Treasury can issue—if he has not already issued 
—compound six per cent. Treasury notes. The 
object of my amendment is this: the whole ben- 
efit of this Treasury note feature of legal-tender 
notes bearing interest is to inure to the benefit of 
the bankers of the country. It does so in this 
way: the bankers of the country are required to 
keep on hand agiven amount of money. Instead 
of keeping on hand legal-tender notes, not bear- 
ing interest, they throw them into circulation and 
place on deposit the six per cent. legal-tender 


| notes authorized under this law. It is very true 


they cannot issue them over their counter, but 
they can use them forall other purposes the same 
as legal-tender notes, as men do in their ordinary 
transactions. The effect then is this, that the 


'| whole banking interests of the country are en- 


abled to deposit in their banks a paper bearing 
interest, at least at the rate of six per cent., and 
compound interest at that, and at the same time 
be exempt from all taxation. 

Now, while I do not well see how the authority 
to issue these notes can be withheld from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, because means must be 


| obtained to carry on the Government, yet I do 


protest against conferring upon an interest al- 
ready receiving such extraordinary favors under 
our system of finance, the power not only to re- 
ceive interest on the money deposited in their 
vaults, and that too at enormous rates as com- 
pared with those of other nations, but, at the same 


| time, exempt it from all taxation whatever. Sir, 


it is withdrawing from taxation for national pur- 


tended to be used for banking capital. By mak- poses, for State purposes, for county purposes, 
ing the notes coupon notes, aid taking away the || for municipal purposes, millions and millions of 


SR wt — 
ae irae 


en AON RET 


ey: 


% 
! 
} 
4 


ronegwn say os 


a nnn ne me RS 


mses ngmetmnreto 5 








oe 





our capital, and at the same time throwing upon || 


the Inbor of the country, upon the producing in- | 
terests of the country, increased burdens of taxa- 
tion. It seems to me that nothing could be more 
unwise, 

Gentlemen may say that this question has al- 
ready been discussed in this House, and that the 
House by a small majority has decided in favor 
of exempting this species of property from taxa- 
tion. But it will be remembered that when the 
question was before the House the argument was 
that the exemption only applied to the bonds; 
but now, by the express terms of this bill, the 
principle of exemption from taxation is to apply 
to the notes, and not only to the notes, but to the 
legal tenders to the amount of their face; and at 
the same time, bearing interest, those notes go 
into circulation; independently of the bond feat- 
ure to which I have referred, they are found in 
the hands of our citizens every where, so that any 
man can exempt himself from his share in the 
burdens of taxation which the extraordinary ex- 
penditures of the times have imposed upon every 
town and township and county in the loyal por- 
tions of the country; he may exempt himself 
from the payment of a single dollar of taxes by 
simply investing his means in the six per cent. 
compound notes or the seven and three tenths 
authorized by this act. 

It ig not sufficient for gentlemen to say that 
under the second section of the original act ** to 
provide ways and means for the support of the | 
Government, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
30th June, 1864, no six per cent. compound notes 
have been issued, because, in point of fact, they 
can be issued under the second section of that act 
which has been already read upon this floor, and 
which clearly confers upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury the power to issue these notes at an in- 
terest not exceeding seven and three tenths per 
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| tentof its principal, without interest. | 
the issue under that act isin the form of currency 


|| in that form, than to inflate the currency further 


| I think that the great mistake made heretofore is 








cent, per annum, and running three years, and 
makes them a legal tender to the amount of their 
face. 

In view, therefore, of the effect of withholding 
this species of property from taxation, in view of 
its injustice, in view of the fact that by exempt- 
ing this particular interest in favor of the capi- 
talists of the country, you increase the taxation | 
of those who are engaged in industrial pursuits, | 
I must protest against it, and protest against it 
more especially as the Representative of an agri- 
cultural community who cannot receive the full 
financial benefit of a provision like this to the 
extent to which it will result to the commercial | 
interests of the country. 

Mr. KERNAN. I think that the amendment | 
proposed by the gentleman from Indiana will not 
effect his object. Within a year and a half past 
the United States courts have held, reversing the 
decision of the courts of the State of New York, 
that the bonds, the security issued by the Gov- 
ernment, are exempt from taxation by virtue of 
the Constitution of the United States withoutany 
law; and hence, if they are to be taxed, it is ne- 
cessary that Congress shall expressly waive the 
privilege which the courts hold that the Govern- 
ment has under the Constitution of the United 
States, It will be necessary that we shall declare 
expressly that they shall be subject to taxation, | 
or else under this decision they will beexemptby | 
the Constitution itself. Hence | suggest to my 
friend from Indiana that if he desires to legislate 
upon this subject he must legislate in reference 
to that decision, assuming it, as I must do, to be 
right, 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. The gentleman 
from Indiana will allow me to call his attention 
to another fact in reference to this question which, 
from remarks which have been made in this House, 
1 think is not understood, This bill provides for 
the issue of so many millionsof Treasury notes, 
according to the provisions of section two of the 
act approved June 30, 1864. Section two of that 
act autherized the issue of a certain amount of 
notes, which were legal tender, in lieu of the bonds 
authorized by section one, but it did not exempt 
those notes so issued from taxation. The provis- 
ion of the bill now proposed is a new provision. 
The policy of exempting this class of securities 
from taxation is for the first time proposed this 
session. 


Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Chairman,I wish to 





| be correct. 











hold in my hand, and which purports to be issued | 
under the act of June 30, 1864—the act proposed || 
to be amended by the act now pending. This | 
note is made, on its face, a legal tender to the ex- 

I find that | 


without coupons, if the note which I hold in my 

hand is a fair sample. 1 want to be understood, 

however, that | do not oppose this on account of 

the notes being alegal tender. On thecontrary, if 

the currency is to be further increased , I prefer itto | 
be uniform, and that all the notes should be made 
legal tenders, if any are. My objection is to the 
form of the note. Ir the Committee of Waysand | 
Means will put this bill in a shape such that the 
issue under it shall not enter into the currency of 
the country and further inflate it, I will vote for it. 
But nothing but being satisfied that the condition of 
the Treasury absolutely demands the further issue 
of notes that can enter into the currency in any 
shape, will induce me to vote for such a measure. 


in having inflated thecurrency toomuch. I think | 
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it would be better to increase the rate of interest | 
on bonds until sufficient money can be obtained 


than itis inflated. If the matter can be so mod- 
ified that no further inflation of the currency shall 
take place under the act, I will vote for it with 
pleasure. 

Mr. STEVENS. I desire to say that with re- 
gard to the note produced by my colleague, [Mr. 

3ROOMALL,] it was issued under a section which 

authorized them to be issued for the exchange of 
legal-tender notes. None of the $200,000,000 re- 
ferred to in the act of June 30, 1864, was issued 
in the form of the note which my colleague has 
shown. That is one of a class of notes issued in 
exchange for other legal-tender notes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There can be no question, 
Mr. Chairman, that when the Secretary of the 
Treasury issued these compound-interest notes, 
he undoubtedly had the power to do so; for the 
express terms of the act are that he may issue, | 
to the extent of $200,000,000, notes running for 
three years, and not exceeding a given rate of in- 
terest, seven and three tenths. Itis subject to that 
authority that the balance of the other $200,000,000 
is proposed to be issued. I believe the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania stated the balance at 
$130,000,000. 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not agree with gentle- 
men that we can avoid conferring this power on 
the Secretary of the Treasury. I would goas far 
as any gentleman to avoid a further expansion of 
the currency; but it seems to me that it is almost 
impossible to avoid authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to exercise some discretionary power 
in this matter, else In many instances you may 
subject him to the rapacity of the banks. The 
objection that [ raise is mainly confined to the one 
fact, the exemption of these notes from taxation. 
My friend from Wisconsin (Mr. Brown] sug- 
gests that by the act of 30th June, 1864, ‘Treas- 
ury notes were not exempt from taxation; he may 
Yet when you examine this act you 
will find that the last clause of the first section 
provides ** thatall bonds, Treasury notes, and other 
obligations of the United States shall be exempt 
from taxation by or under any State or municipal 
authority.’? The gentleman argues that notes to 
be issued under the second section of that act are 
not embraced by that general provision. I am 
apprehensive that he is mistaken in this construc- 
tion, although when the subject was before the 
House last session it was argued, with some de- 
gree of force, that the principle of exemption from 
taxation did not apply to the legal-tender notes 
bearing interest, but to the bonds only. 

In reply to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Kernan] who has referred to a decision of the 
Supreme Court, | understand that decision not to 
have been made with reference to the circulating 
medium of the country, but that, on the contrary, 
it was held that the principle applied only to the 
bonds issued by the Government of the United 
States. It seems tome, Mr. Chairman, that there 








| is a wide distinction between bonds issued by the 


Government and the circulating medium of the 
country; for if it be true that the whole circulating 
medium of the country, issued by authority of the 


call the attention of the chairman of the Com- || Government, is exempt from taxation, then the 
mittee of Ways and Means to a note which I || whole body of the wealth of the country held by 


ne a me ee nce 
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the banks and capitalists is exempt from the bur- 
dens of State and municipal taxation, leaving the 


| burden on the tangible wealth and labor of the 


country. If such is the result it will be the most 
oppressive and disastrous result that ever sprang 
out of the misfortunes of war; not a temporary 
but a permanent evil, under which the labor of 
the country would bend for ages; aresult almost 
fatal to free government, for labor then would be 
at the mercy of capital, the one stooping under 
taxation for the sole benefit of the ae. This 
is inevitable if we do notresist this exemption of 
the many millions of Government securities from 
taxation. But, Mr. Chairman, to avoid any ambi- 
guity about this matter, and in order that the pur- 
pose of Congress may be clearly declared, I adopt 
the suggestion of the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Kerwan,] and propose not only to strike 
out these words, but to substitute words ex- 
pressly conferring upon the States and municipal 
authorities the power to tax these notes. I move 
to amend by striking out these words : 

And such notes shall be exempt from taxation by or 
under State or municipal authority. 

And inserting the following: 

And the notes issued under this act shall be subject to 
State and municipal taxation as other property. 

I suppose that the use of the words ‘as other 
property’’ weuld oblige the States to impose no 
greater tax upon this species of property than 
might be imposed upon other property of a sim- 
ilar character situate within their jurisdiction. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I desire to move an amend- 
ment; to add the following proviso: 


Provided further, That no legal-tender notes shall be is- 
sued by authority of this act, or the act to which this is a 
supplement. 


Mr. GRINNELL. Mr. Chairman, I am con- 
strained to support the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Hotman.] At 
the last session, when this subject was under dis- 
cussion, I took ground in favor of exempting these 
notes from taxation. You remember, sir, that 
those were darker days than these. You remem- 
ber, sir, that at that time there were doubts enter- 
tained by some in regard to the character of our se- 
curities. We wished to dissipate the doubts then 
existing in regard to the future of the Govern- 
ment, and to induce capitalists to take those se- 
curities. Hopefully, sir, they took them. They 
have proved extraordinary investments. Every 
one holding them is satisfied with them. You now 
find that those who own very large amounts of 
these securities declare that they can afford to be 
taxed. Of course, 1 do not propose that there 
shall be any ex post facto law on this subject; but 
we can provide now that the future issues of these 
notes shall be subject to taxation for State and 
municipal purposes. 

We eb been told, and will be told, that the 
surplus money of the country is stored away, and 
escapes the excessive taxation which must be felt 
by all classes of the country for years to come. 
Now, sir, | wish to obviate any objection of this 
sort. Our taxes will be heavy. Let them be 
levied judiciously; let them be borne equally; let 
them fall upon those who are able to pay them. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to ask my colleague 
whether he supposes that the Government of the 
United States can dispose of six per cent. bonds, 
if those bonds are subject to a State taxation of 
two or three per cent., as the case may be, and 
also to municipal taxation. 

Mr.GRINNELL. I do not know what the 
tax may be. I do not know whether it will be 
so much as two or three per cent. 

Mr. WILSON. If they are subject to State 
and municipal taxation it may be in some in- 
stances more than two per cent. 

Mr. GRINNELL. I know that in the State 
which the gentleman and myself in part repre- 
sent, the taxation is not so high as that. One per 
cent. is there deemed excessive taxation. 

Mr. WILSON, I will suggest to my colleague 
that in some places the State and the. municipal 
taxes will amount to three per cent. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa. I would like to 
ask my colleague [Mr. GrinneLi] whether, in 
many of the counties of the State of lowa, the 
taxes, State apd municipal, do not amount to over 
three per cent, 

Mr.GRINNELL. Iam not acquainted with 


ony ou county. 
r. HUBBARD, of lowa. Well, I am ac- 
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